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Foreword

gary W. Parks,
Editor

Lycoming County can boast of its native sons and daughters who have done well in the athletic departments 
of high schools throughout the county and many going on to play professional sports. Former Cleveland 

Browns football player Gary Brown, a native of Williamsport, and Mike Mussina and Kelly Mazzante, both of 
Montoursville, are three recent notable athletes. But, the twenty-first century cannot lay claim to providing 
the first and only athletes who lived and played within the County.
 Lycoming County of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries produced some fine athletes, whose names 
may not be recognizable by the current generations. George W. Stovey was an African-American man, born 
in 1866. He played for a number of baseball teams, achieving prominence and recognition as the ‘greatest 
black pitcher of the 19th century’. Yet, few people would recognize his name today. And then there was Dewey 
Waugh. Many people remember him as a mentor and coach, but few can probably recount his earlier days 
playing professional baseball.
 Two additions to the permanent collections of the Lycoming County Historical Society prompted this 
year’s Journal. Judy Flook purchased the former Sol Wolf home and found an extensive collection of manu-
script materials including correspondence from sports luminaries Knute Rockne and ‘Pop’ Warner. She gra-
ciously donated the boxes of material to the museum and sports historian Marc Pompeo volunteered to process 
the materials into a coherent collection. Sol Wolf’s triumphs and disappointments are clearly delineated in this 
comprehensive article.  
 Secondly, the acquisition, through purchase, of the South Williamsport Legion uniform of Dewey Waugh 
led me to seek more information about Mr. Waugh. His son and daughter-in-law were more than willing to 
share the highlights of Mr. Waugh’s interesting career. Rounding out the trio of articles is a fascinating look at 
athlete George W. Stovey, an African-American baseball player, who prevailed during a time period when the 
odds were against him to succeed. Stovey’s life is worthy of yet more exploration.   
 With the encyclopedic knowledge of sports historians Marc Pompeo and Lou Hunsinger, Jr., and the per-
sonal knowledge of Steve and Missy Waugh, I think you will find this interesting reading even if you are not 
an avid sports fan. 
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coVer caPtIon: “The Lineup”; Williamsport 
High School home football game, 1950 
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Sol Woodbridge Wolf

Among the many items 
donated to the Thomas T. 

Taber Museum in 2012 was a 
sizeable manuscript collection 
(now known as the Sol Wolf 
Manuscript Collection) that 
was left behind in a local home 
once owned by Sol W. Wolf, 
the legendary head coach of 
the Williamsport High School 
football team from 1926-1930. 
The collection arrived in two 
large plastic storage containers 
and several worn cardboard 
boxes. Since I was familiar with 
Wolf’s name and his success as a 
coach, I volunteered to organize 
the collection. My plan was 
simple. I would spend some time 
organizing the contents that 
had to be from Wolf’s tenure as the head football coach 
at Williamsport High School, the information would be 
entered in the museum’s database and the collection would 
be put in storage. End of story. Well, not quite. 
 When I actually started to sort through and organize the 
collection, I noticed that there were only a few items from Sol 
Wolf’s coaching days at Williamsport High School. What I 
found instead was an historic collection of letters and other 
assorted ephemera from Wolf’s career as a sports broadcaster 
and commentator that began in the early 1930’s and lasted 
until about 1943. One of the highlights of his career was 
his tenure as the play-by-play announcer for the University 
of Pennsylvania football games in 1937 and 1938. In 1939 
and 1940, Wolf did the play-by-play for the University of 
Pittsburgh football games. Wolf did the broadcasts for both 
Pitt and the Steelers in 1941. In 1942 he resumed doing just 
the Pitt games, and in 1943 he did the play-by-play for Pitt 
and a pro game between the Bears and Eagles.
 Items in the collection include letters from notable 
college football coaches, contacts from individuals in 
professional football, game-day programs from college 
football, detailed scripts from a local sports program, as well 
as scripts of pre-game commentary when he broadcasted 
major college and professional football games. There are also 
letters that show Wolf started to apply for head coaching 
positions at the college level as early as 1929 and continued 
to do so during the next decade, but with minimal success.  
 This article begins with a review of Sol Wolf’s successful 

career as a football coach that for many 
years was his legacy. Fortunately, with 
this collection, I was able to reconstruct 
and chronicle much of his previously 
undocumented career that began at the 
local level in the early days of sports 
broadcasting, and eventually took him 
to a venue beyond Lycoming County as 
a play-by-play announcer for college and 
professional football. 

WHO WAS SOL WOLF ?
 Sol Woodbridge “Woody” Wolf 
was born in Johannesburg, South Africa, 
on January 7, 1897.  His family moved 
to Germany after his father died in the 
Second Boer War (1899-1902). In 1907, 
Wolf’s family immigrated to the United 
States and they settled in Detroit, 
Michigan. Wolf graduated from Detroit 

Western High School in 1915, and then attended the 
University of Michigan where he was enrolled in a “pre-
medic course.” After spending two years at Michigan, he left 
to serve in the 31st Infantry of the Michigan National Guard 
during the Border War with Mexico (1910-1919). While 
he was with the 31st Infantry, Wolf played quarterback on 
the football team. During the First World War he served 
in France as a sergeant in the 126th Infantry of the 32nd 
Division. He then returned to the U.S. and served as an 
instructor until the Armistice was signed several months 
later.

Attends the American College of Physical Education…
 In January of 1919 Wolf enrolled in the Physical 
Education program at the American College of Physical 
Education in Chicago, Illinois. (Later, in 1946, A.C.P.E. 
became part of DePaul University.) By taking two summer 
sessions he was able to complete the two year program in 
three semesters. While at American College he played 
varsity football and baseball, and ran track. He also did 
some coaching at Armour Square, one of the famous ‘south 
parks’ in Chicago. In August of 1920 Wolf graduated with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education.

COACHING CAREER (1920-1930)
 After graduation Wolf began a very successful coaching 
career that took him to several states. In fact, he had 
instant success when his Faribault High School football 
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team won the southern Minnesota championship in 1920. 
At Wheeling, West Virginia, his 1921 basketball team was 
runner-up in the Bethany College Basketball Tourney, and 
in 1922 his track team won the Valley Track Championship. 
During the scholastic year of 1922-23 he was the director of 
recreation and coached football at Corry, Pennsylvania.

Head coach at Central State Normal School…   
 In 1923, Sol Wolf, at the age of 26, became the director 
of recreation at Lock Haven High School. He was also hired 
as the head football coach at the Central State Normal 
School, the forerunner of Lock Haven Teachers College. 
His mission was to revive a dormant football program. The 
program’s rise from the ashes is best described in the 1924 
Praeco, the C.S.N.S. yearbook: “Before the 1923 season 
opened C.S.N.S. had no thought of attempting any real football 
games. It was thought impossible for a squad of fourteen fellows 
to make any headway whatever. Coach S. W. Wolfe [sic], a live 
wire if there ever was one, worked wonders. A real team was 
moulded, a hasty schedule arranged, and four games played, one 
being won, one tied, and two lost. In none of the games was 
the team outclassed. The big purpose, that of bringing C.S.N.S. 
back into the game, after… years of absence from the gridiron 
was accomplished. C.S.N.S. should have teams whose records 
will be better than that of this year’s varsity, but it will not 
produce against odds so heavy a game or harder fighting team.” 
In short, Wolf had done nearly the impossible. In one season 
he created a viable football program at the Normal School. 
The review of the season concluded with an optimistic nod 
to the future: “The school is looking forward to a larger squad 
for next year… Give Coach Wolfe [sic] the fellows he had this 
year, the fighting spirit they developed… and there won’t be any 
way to stop our school from tackling and beating the best squad 
that can be brought to meet them.”
 As previously noted, Wolf became the director of 
recreation at Lock Haven High School in Lock Haven, 
Pennsylvania in 1923. He also coached football, basketball 
and track. In 1924, Wolf became the head football coach. 
According to a letter in the collection dated August 12, 
1937, his football team “won the state gridiron title in 1924 
and the mythical national championship in 1925.” In the state 
title game, Lock Haven defeated Harrisburg Tech, 13-0. 
And, in the so-called national championship game, Lock 
Haven scored a 13-0 victory over Englewood High School 
of Chicago. Wolf, in a manuscript item simply headed 
“Sketch,” described his team as the “national scholastic 
football Champ of 1925”. Wolf’s success helped establish a 
winning tradition at Lock Haven and for many years the 
Bobcats had a very competitive football program. Wolf’s 
basketball and track teams at Lock Haven were also very 
successful. In 1925 his basketball team finished second in 
the State Championship final. And, according to the same 
manuscript item, his track teams won “every big eastern meet 
in which they entered.”

Coaching schools…  
 In the off-season, from 1924 to 1930 and again in 1934, 
Wolf attended various coaching schools for football and 
basketball. This was an excellent opportunity for him to 
enhance his coaching skills and to learn more about the game 
of football. The courses at the schools were taught by several 
of the finest college coaches in the country, including Knute 
Rockne of Notre Dame, Glenn “Pop” Warner (Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School, Pitt, Stanford & several other 
schools), Lou Little (real name Luigi Piccolo) of Columbia 
University, Bob Zuppke of Illinois and Walter Meanwell of 
Wisconsin. Wolf got to know some of the coaches at the 
schools, and he became a close personal friend of Rockne, 
Warner and Little. Rockne, Warner, Little and Zuppke are 
members of the College Football Hall of Fame. Meanwell is 
a member of the Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Williamsport High School football…  a retrospective…
 In the few remaining years of the 19th century and during 
the early 20th century, the football program at Williamsport 
High School established a tradition of winning and a record 
of success. From 1897 to 1919 “Old High” as the school was 
once called, had 17 winning seasons, 3 seasons in which they 
won half of their games and 3 losing seasons. During that 
time Williamsport won 107 games and lost 46 games. There 
were 29 ties. The Cherry & White (the school colors) also 
outscored their opponents by a wide margin, 2569 points to 
891. However, from 1917 to 1924, the football program won 
only a few more games than they lost and there were a few 
ties as well. The school and community were anxious for a 
change. 

The Cherry and White enters a new era…
 In 1925, Mr. David W. Stuempfle was hired to be the 
new head coach of the Williamsport High School football 
team. According to the “Football Review” in the 1926 La 
Memoire (the Williamsport High School yearbook), a large 
squad reported for the early practice “due to the interest and 
enthusiasm aroused by the appearance of a new coach.” The 
review continues by mentioning that the student body and 
faculty had “high hopes” for the team despite the number 
of inexperienced players. There is also word that many 
spectators from the community attended each of the daily 
practices. With all this optimism and interest the Review 
offered a rather eloquent observation: “It seemed as if 
the pallor of defeat was about to be removed from features of 
Williamsport High School.”

1925…  Stuempfle as head coach . .
 The 1925 season began auspiciously enough with a 6-6 
tie at home against Bloomsburg. The Cherry and White 
won their next game at Northumberland, 3-0. In the third 
game of the season the team was defeated by Sunbury, 26-10. 
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Then disaster struck. What began with  cautious optimism 
soon became an exercise in futility. In the next four games 
the team was shut out. One of those games was a 44-0 loss to 
a Lock Haven team coached by Sol Wolf. Those four games 
were followed by a loss at Steelton, where the boys from 
Billtown were trounced by an outrageous score of 91-3. A 
game against Lykens was cancelled, and in the final game 
of the season at Altoona, the Cherry and White were shut 
out again 6-0. The dismal record for the 1925 Williamsport 
High School football team was 1 win and 7 losses, with 1 
tie. For the season they were outscored by their opponents, 
200-22. This was one of the team’s worst seasons to date. 
In fact, they matched the record of the “Old High” team 
of 1906. Just two years prior, in 1923, the program suffered 
through its worst season, winning just 1 game and losing 9. 
They were outscored by the opposition, 199-19. Ironically, 
the team in 1922 was nearly perfect, winning 10 games and 
losing but 1. They scored 294 points while giving up a measly 
40 points to their opponents. But not to worry, 1925 was 
Stuempfle’s only year as head coach, and soon the winds of 
change began to stir. A new coach’s rendezvous with destiny 
was imminent. Note: Stuempfle was retained as the assistant 
coach for the 1926 season. He held that position during Sol 
Wolf’s entire career as the head coach of the Williamsport 
High School.

1926… first year at Williamsport High School…  
    In 1926, and for the 
second consecutive year, 
a new coach was hired to 
lead the Williamsport High 
School football program. His 
name was Sol Woodbridge 
Wolf.  He came to Billtown 
with outstanding credentials 
and a very successful career 
in coaching, most recently 
as the head football coach 
of the Lock Haven High 
School football program 
where his team won a state 
title in 1924 and a “mythical” 
title in 1925. In two seasons 
as the head coach of the 

Bobcats, Wolf’s teams won 21 games and lost 1. On page 80 
of the1926 La Memoire there is a photo of the new coach, 
and a statement he made about the upcoming season in 
which he mentions “a spirit of ‘never say die’… and a grim 
determination… to bring the Cherry and White… to an era of 
much needed athletic prosperity.” 
 The La Memoire “Football Review” of the 1926 season 
begins by stating that 120 boys reported to the gymnasium 
on March 13 for a talk by the new coach. After a “strenuous 

and selective” spring training session only forty of the boys 
had endured the ordeal. Then, during the summer, there 
were “signal drills” once a week. In August, the team went 
to Camp Kline for ten grueling days of conditioning and 
training. School began in early September and for the rest of 
the season the team practiced five nights a week. Saturday 
was game day, and on Sunday the team took a “healthy 
exercising walk.” 
 The hiring of Sol Wolf as the head coach of the 
1926 Williamsport High School football team made an 
immediate impact. The Cherry and White won 9 games and 
lost 2 in his first season. Eight of the games were played at 
home. In seven of their games they recorded shut-outs, and 
defeated two other opponents, 32-7 and 13-6. Their only 
losses were to Wolf’s former team, Lock Haven, 26-6, and 
to perennial powerhouse Steelton High, 19-14. For the year 
the Billtowners outscored their opponents 252 to 52.

1927…  Big Three Champions…
 In 1927, and for the first time since 1905, the 
Williamsport High School football team under second-year 
head coach Sol Wolf went undefeated and untied winning 
all of their eleven scheduled games. A 1915 team also went 
undefeated but they had one tie which dulled the shine of 

their glory just a bit. In eleven games the Cherry and White 
scored an amazing 292 points to 28 by their opposition. For 
the first time in five years the team defeated up-river rival 
Lock Haven (Wolf’s former team) in a tough game, 6-0. The 
Cherry and White won another close game beating another 
traditional rival, Jersey Shore, 13-6. By defeating these two 
rivals, the team was hailed as the “Big Three Champions.” 
Even though Williamsport was an independent, the La 
Memoire “Football Review” of 1927 acknowledged and 
defended the undefeated season of the Billtown eleven 
with the following rationale: “Champions  For the first time 
in twenty-two years Williamsport can claim that title on the 
football field. Although not officially recognized as champions, 
Williamsport with an undefeated and untied eleven, can claim 
that mythical title with as much right as can the recognized 
champions, for did Williamsport not defeat some of the best 
conference teams in this section of the state?” Victory could 
not be more complete. Note: A large silver trophy stored at 
Williamsport High School commemorates the 1927 team’s 
title as the Big Three Champions.  
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1928…  third year… 
 The 1928 season was another banner year for coach 
Wolf and his Billtown eleven. The team won 9 games, 
seven of them shutouts. They tied William Penn, the 
eventual state champs for 1928, 6-6. Their only loss was to 
the defending state champions Steelton, 14-0. Once again 
the team won the coveted “Big Three” title by defeating up-
river rivals Jersey Shore and Lock Haven by identical scores 
of 13-6. The “Football Review” in the1929 La Memoire 
notes that 5,500 people witnessed the game against Jersey 
Shore. For the season the boys of “Old High” had scored 
an incredible 268 points while allowing just 38 points to 
their opponents. Three years after Wolf became the head 
coach at Williamsport, his record was an impressive 28 wins 
against 4 losses and 1 tie.

1929…  applies for head coaching position at Dickinson 
College…  
 Following his successful seasons at Lock Haven and 
Williamsport, and with the future in mind, Wolf, while 
still the head coach at Williamsport, began to look for head 
coaching positions at the college level. In January 1929, 
he began to pursue the position of head football coach at 
Dickinson College. In a hand-written letter to Dr. Shuman 
of Jersey Shore, dated January 10, 1929, Wolf expressed his 
“wish” to apply for the coaching position at Dickinson. In 
the letter Wolf lists “K. K. Rockne c/o Univ. of Notre Dame” 
as one of his three references. He also mentions a salary of 
$3000 “per football season” to coach at Williamsport High 
School. In a different hand-written letter with the same 
date, Wolf made his intentions known to a gentleman at 
Dickinson. The letter began: “I wish to make application 
for the position of football coach at Dickinson College.” There 
is also a group of letters with glowing recommendations 
from several reputable citizens of Williamsport, including 
J. E. Nancarrow, the Principal of Williamsport High 
School. Unfortunately, Dickinson hired another person 
for the position. For Wolf this meant a fourth season as 
the head coach at Williamsport High School. Despite 
being overlooked by Dickinson, Wolf stayed focused and 
concentrated on the 1929 football season.

1929…  fourth year as head coach…
 1929 marked another sensational year for the 
Williamsport High football program under the charge of Sol 
Wolf. Sporting the unofficial nickname the “Wolverines,” as 
noted in the “Football Review” of the1930 La Memoire, the 
1929 team finished the season with 11 wins, no losses and 1 
tie. Among their victories was a tough 13-0 win at William 
Penn. In the eighth game of the season, the Wolverines 
defeated their long-time rival Steelton for the first time in 
several years, 26-14. The boys from Billtown scored the first 
touchdown of the game at the beginning of the first quarter. 

Their second touchdown came on an exciting 75 yard kick-
off return. And, as described in the “Review”: “Williamsport 
netted its other two touchdowns on triple lateral passes which won 
the applause of the entire crowd.” After the victory against 
Steelton, Williamsport defeated Altoona, the eventual 
PIAA Western Conference champions, in a close game, 6-0. 
The “Wolverines” shut out their two remaining opponents 
and they were crowned the Eastern Conference champions. 
This meant a rematch with Altoona. Unfortunately, the 
Billtown eleven had to settle for a 0-0 tie against their 
opponent from western Pennsylvania, and the teams were 
named co-champions.

1930…  final year at WHS… 
 In 1930, the Billtown boys had yet another impressive 
season. They won 10 games and lost none. A game against 
Lancaster ended in a 0-0 tie. According to the “Gridiron 
Review” in the 1931 La Memoire, the championship game 
against Johnstown, the winners of the Western Conference, 
was played “in a steady rain and a sea of mud.” At the end of 
the first half the Cherry and White trailed their opponent 
by one point.  However, the team rallied in the second half 
to defeat Johnstown, 24-9. The victory earned the Cherry 
and White the title of “1930 Central Pennsylvania State 
Champions,” as noted in the “Review”.

Trouble with the school board… 
 1930 marked the final year for Sol Wolf as the gatekeeper 
of the Williamsport High School football program. A conflict 
with the school board resulted in Wolf’s departure from the 
program. This conflict and why he was probably dismissed 
or resigned is noted in a February 3, 1931 letter from 
Reverend Ira Sassaman of St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
in Williamsport, to Dickinson College recommending Sol 
Wolf for the position of head football coach, to wit: “There is 
some opposition to him in our local school board but it is prompted 
by a spirit of jealousy. Several old grads who are on the board 
want to come out and offer suggestions in his coaching, telling the 
boys how they used to do it years ago. They have been doing this 
with other coaches but Mr. Wolf’s coaching system has no place 
in it for that kind of help here and they never could forget it. They 
have not been friendly with him since.”
 During his tenure at Williamsport Wolf won 50 games, 
lost 3, and tied 3. At the age of 33 and with ten years of 
coaching to his credit, he had established a tradition of 
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winning and achieved remarkable success. Most coaches 
could only dream of such success. Perhaps he had reached 
the pinnacle of his scholastic coaching career. What was 
going to be his next move? The time line of history tells 
us that 1931 marked the second full year of the Great 
Depression. There were few signs that the economy was 
going to recover any time soon. Millions of people were 
without work. People were suffering and their lives were 
gripped with fear and hopelessness. Wolf’s situation was 
better than most. He had a job in the insurance business but 
even that business was affected by the economy. For a while, 
at least, he continued to pursue coaching opportunities. 
After all, football was his passion and part of his DNA. In 
the meantime, Wolf began to do some sports-related work 
for a local radio station. As noted in a letter dated August 
12, 1937, Wolf’s first experience in radio was in 1931. In a 
letter from July 25, 1942, Wolf mentioned that in 1934 he 
began to broadcast local sporting events on WRAK radio in 
Williamsport.

PURSUES COLLEGE COACHING JOBS
1931…  Dickinson again…  
 In January of 1931, Dickinson College was once again 
without a head football coach. Just two years prior, Wolf had 
applied for the same position. With two more impressive 
winning seasons to his credit, Wolf decided again to apply 
for the job at Dickinson. Included in the collection are 
four detailed letters addressed to Dickinson College that 
recommended Sol Wolf for the head coaching position. 
One of the letters was signed by “ten Christian ministers” 
from Williamsport. Five from this group of ministers were 
Lutheran, two were listed as “Evangelical,” one was a Baptist, 
another was Presbyterian and there was one Methodist. The 
churches represented included St. Matthew’s, St. Luke’s, 
St. John’s, St. Mark’s and Redeemer Lutheran churches, 
East End Baptist, Lycoming Presbyterian, and Pine Street 
Methodist. None were listed for the two Evangelicals. 
Despite these recommendations, Dickinson once again 
failed to hire Sol Wolf.

Knute Rockne writes a letter of recommendation… 
 Sometime during the spring of 1931Wolf was hired as 
the head football coach at Freeport High School, Freeport, 
New York. His one year stint at Freeport is verified in an 
undated document in the collection headed “Training 
and Experience of Sol Wolf.” In the paragraph under 
“Experience” is a listing for “Freeport, N.Y… 1931-1932.”  
For a while this was the only item in the collection with 
any documentation about Wolf’s coaching experience at 
Freeport. Then I made the most exciting and significant 
discovery to me in the collection. There is an interesting 
anecdote that relates to this discovery as well. While sorting 
through the collection I found letters from several college 

football coaches. In particular was a letter from Frank 
Leahy, one of several famous Notre Dame football coaches. 
I showed the letter to Gary Parks, the Executive Director of 
the Taber Museum, to which he jokingly replied: “Maybe 
you’ll find a letter from Knute Rockne.” Sure enough, about a 
week or two later, I actually found a letter addressed to Wolf 
from Knute K. Rockne, Notre Dame’s most famous coach of 
all time (ND fans take note).  
 This correspondence, dated March 18, 1931, is 
on “University of Notre Dame Athletic Association” 
letterhead. In the upper left corner the letter lists “Knute 
K. Rockne” as the “Director of Athletics.” The text of the 
letter reads, in part: “I have just written to… the Schermerhorn 
Teacher’s Agency… New York City, recommending you for a 
vacancy for football coach… at Freeport High School, Long 
Island. The salary would be about $4500. I recommended you 
very highly…”  The letter is signed: K. K. Rockne. Rockne, 
of course, was one of Wolf’s mentors at the various coaching 
schools that he had attended over a period of several years. 
It was at the coaching schools where the two became close 
friends. Just thirteen days after this letter was sent to Wolf, 
his mentor and friend, Knute Rockne, was killed in a plane 
crash near Bazaar, Kansas, on March 31, 1931.  
 Knute Rockne is considered one of the greatest coaches 
in college football history. He played college football at 
Notre Dame and was an All-American in 1913. Rockne 
graduated in 1914 with a degree in pharmacy, and he 
became an assistant football coach at Notre Dame. From 
1918 to 1930 he was the head coach. During his years as the 
head coach of the Fighting Irish, Rockne won 105 games, 
lost 12 and had 5 ties, for a winning percentage of .881. Five 
of his teams went undefeated, and three won the national 
championship (1924, 1929, 1930).

Coached for one season at Freeport, New York…
 After the Rockne letter there were several other letters 
discovered in the collection that relate to the Freeport 
story. There are three complimentary letters from football 
parents, and one from a former player, all of whom knew 
Wolf when he was the football coach at Freeport High in 
the fall of 1931. The letter from the former player dated 
March 20, 1933, seems to explain why Wolf’s tenure at 
Freeport high was brief: “Your existence up here was just a 
maze of conflicting circumstances and it was only until this year 
that the fellows realized what you had taught us. I sure wish you 
could have stayed here, for I know in a couple of years you could 
have installed an unbeatable outfit here.” 
 Perhaps the best evaluation of Freeport’s 1931 football 
season is the one offered on page 87 of the athletics section 
of the 1932 Freeport High School yearbook: “It is our belief 
that Freeport High School this year had the ‘greatest losing 
football team’ in its history, as Mr. Mansperger so aptly phrased 
it. Under ‘Sol Wolf,’ their coach, the boys fought like tigers 
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against stronger teams. Handicapped by the lack of reserves and 
weakened by many injuries, they still showed fighting football 
courage such as is rarely witnessed on a high school gridiron. Our 
sincere wish for Captain-elect Parks is that he may be as great 
an inspiration to his team-mates as Captain Tom Mack was this 
year.” This page with the salute, and a full page photo of the 
team (sixteen players), were the only pages dedicated to the 
football season of 1931.
  There is, however, another part to this story. In 
the collection are two letters from John W. Dodd, the 
superintendent of the Freeport School District, that add 
some controversy to Wolf’s experience at Freeport High 
School. The first correspondence from the superintendent, 
on “Board of Education” letterhead, is dated March 2, 1935, 
just a few years after Sol Wolf left Freeport. In the letter 
addressed to a Mr. Shemery, Dodd states that he had been 
informed that Sol Wolf was being considered for the position 
of head football coach at Bowdoin College in Maine. Dodd 
continued: “I am writing you this letter because I understand 
that someone has made statements to the effect that Mr. Wolf 
was in difficulty in Freeport due to the fact that he had choked 
one of the boys. That is absolutely not true.” He also defended 
Wolf: “I think Sol W. Wolf knows more about football than any 
coach we have ever had here. I wish to testify to the character and 
ability of this man. He is one of the hardest working football coach 
[sic] anyone could possibly wish to find… He did an excellent 
job… I wish to recommend Mr. Wolf to you… ” The letter is 
signed: John W. Dodd. 
 The second letter from Dodd, dated March 7, 1935, is 
addressed to Wolf. In his letter Dodd mentions he penned 
a “very good endorsement” of Wolf’s work at Freeport and 
“and got it in the mail Saturday afternoon.” He also offered 
his support: “I certainly want to be of whatever service I can 
to you in connection with this opportunity which is opening up 
at Bowdoin College.” The letter is signed: J. W. Dodd. If this 
rumor about a choking incident was an issue when Wolf 
coached at Freeport in 1931, then the first letter and the 
recommendation in the second seem to exonerate the former 
coach. However, such accusations can cause suspicion and 
doubt within the school and throughout a community. 
Perhaps the fallout from this rumor, and the reference to 
“conflicting circumstances” mentioned in a previous letter 
were too much for Wolf, and he decided to move on. 

1933…  applies for unusual coaching jobs… 
 In 1933 with the economy on the verge of total collapse, 
Wolf, because he probably needed additional income to 
supplement his day job, resumed his search for coaching 
jobs and not just at the college level. While some of his job 
considerations might seem peculiar and perhaps desperate, 
they were really signs of the difficult times as evidenced 
by three in the collection. A July 25, 1933, letter from 
the Assistant Adjutant General at the headquarters of the 

Third Corps Area of the United States Army in Baltimore 
informed Wolf that there are “no provisions whereby a head 
football coach may be employed in the Civilian Conservation 
Corps.” In a reply to an inquiry from Wolf about a coaching 
position, a letter from the Bellefonte (Pa.) Academy and 
School of Aeronautics dated July 28, indicated that the 
current coach “has been engaged by the new corporation to 
continue as coach.” Finally, there is a Department of Justice 
letter from the U. S. Northeast Penitentiary at Lewisburg, 
Pa., dated September 27 that thanked Wolf for his inquiry 
to be “of assistance… in the matter of football…” The letter 
also stated that the plans for a game were abandoned due to 
a lack of competition and no funds to purchase uniforms.

1933…  Catholic University interested in Don Manno…  
 There is another letter in the collection from 1933 
that has content of local interest. In a letter dated July 
12, Arthur J. Bergman, the Director of Athletics at The 
Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C., asked 
Wolf for his opinion of Donald Manno as a “football 
prospect.” Manno was an outstanding student-athlete at 
Williamsport High School. Apparently he was interested 
in attending Catholic University. Bergman also asked Wolf 
to help persuade Manno to enroll at Catholic University, 
“particularly if you think he has the goods and is actually college 
material.” 
    The name Don Manno is well-

known in the Williamsport area. He 
was a star athlete at Williamsport 
High School and lettered in 
football, basketball and track. 
Larry Kelley, the Heisman Trophy 
recipient in 1936, was a teammate 
of Manno’s in football, basketball 
and track. After Manno graduated 
in 1932, he attended West Chester 
State Teachers College. He played 
professional baseball from 1935 

to 1951, mostly in the minor leagues. Manno hit a home 
run in his first major league start with the Boston Bees on 
September 26, 1940. The Boston Braves were known as the 
Boston Bees from 1936-1940. He appeared in three games 
that year. In 1941 Manno made appearances in 22 games 
with the Boston Braves. In 25 major league games, Don 
Manno had 7 hits in 37 at-bats, with 1 double and 1 home 
run, for an average of .189. He played 7 games in the outfield, 
3 games at third base and 1 game at first base. After his 
career in professional baseball, Manno sold life insurance. 
He retired from Little League Baseball, Inc., as its director 
of the insurance division. Manno was also a P.I.A.A. official 
for 45 years. In 1974, Donald D. Manno was inducted into 
the West Branch Valley Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports 
Hall of Fame.  

Don Manno
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1934…  seeks head coaching job at Bucknell…
 Despite the New Deal and the recovery programs 
introduced in 1933 to jump-start the economy, millions 
of people were without work and the mood of the country 
remained dark and hopeless. Wolf, however, persevered and 
decided to continue his search for a coaching job. In January 
of 1934 he applied for the position of head football coach at 
Bucknell University. During the 1920’s and 1930’s Bucknell 
had a very competitive football program, and played many 
of the better teams in the East. Clarke Hinkle, a star player 
for the Green Bay Packers during the 1930’s and a member 
of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, played his college football 
at Bucknell. In a letter from Bucknell University dated 
January 20, 1934, Wolf was informed that his application 
would receive “serious consideration.” Later, in March, 
Wolf received a letter from the Bucknell Athletic Office 
notifying him that Edward E. Mylin had been selected as the 
head football coach at Bucknell. Mylin coached the Bison 
from 1934 to 1936. On January 1, 1935, the Bucknell Bison 
led by Coach Mylin, defeated the University of Miami in the 
first Orange Bowl, 26-0.
 After his three years at Bucknell, Mylin was hired by 
Lafayette College where he was the head coach from 1937 
to 1942, and again in 1946 after serving in the military. 
Ironically, Mylin and Wolf would eventually become close 
friends. In fact, there is a document in the collection headed 
“Sketch” in which Wolf  lists “E. E. Mylin” as one of his two 
best friends. In 1942 when Mylin was still at Lafayette, his 
friend Sol Wolf was hired as a line coach. Edward Everett 
“Hook” Mylin was inducted into the College Football Hall 
of Fame as a coach in 1974. Note: The collection has an 
individual file with letters from Mylin to Wolf.

1934…  volunteer coach at Lock Haven State  
Teachers College…   
 A few months later, after Wolf was turned down by 
Bucknell, he became a volunteer coach at Lock Haven State 
Teachers College. There are several letters in the collection 
relative to Wolf’s experience at Lock Haven. In an undated 
hand-written letter from an individual named “Wynn” 
(actually John Wynn Fredericks, another coach), Wolf was 
commended for the fine job he did with the football team: 
“The general reaction toward the football season seems to be 
excellent both among the school and the townspeople. You did 
a splendid job… and most everyone realizes what tremendous 
difficulties had to be surmounted during the season.” The letter 
also stated that Dr. Armstrong, the president of the college, 
wanted to know what Wolf’s plans were for the future and if 
he was interested in returning for the next season. Fredericks 
suggested to Wolf that he make an appointment to meet with 
Dr. Armstrong to discuss the matter.
 A different letter dated December 6, 1934, is from Dallas 
W. Armstrong, President of the State Teachers College 

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania. In his letter to Wolf, President 
Armstrong acknowledged a letter he received from Wolf, 
and thanked him for his “good service” to the college during 
football season. He continued with: “We know that you had 
a green team, but… all of us think that you did a wonderfully 
good job. You won more than half the games… played, and your 
boys showed good training…” President Armstrong also invited 
Wolf to come to his office so they could discuss his future 
plans. 
 In Fredericks’ second letter, dated January 30, 1935, he 
mentioned to Wolf that, “The past week everyone has been 
preparing for the inspection by the State Committee which came on 
Tuesday to go over our plans for a school of Physical Education… 
it would be great if we got it…”
 In a third letter, also undated, Fredericks informed Wolf 
that, “Dr. Armstrong sent word that he wished to see us both 
as soon as it is convenient for you. He wants to go over some of 
the problems of the course in Health and Physical Education.” 
The concern expressed by Dr. Armstrong appears to be 
a vague reference to Wolf’s academic credentials. This 
explains the various correspondence in the collection about 
Wolf’s degree and the lack of accreditation by the American 
College of Physical Education. Apparently Wolf was not 
qualified to teach because he lacked certification from the 
state of Pennsylvania. He was also told in a letter from 
the Pennsylvania State Department of Public Instruction 
that the American College of Physical Education was not 
accredited at the time he graduated. However, in a letter 
from the college president, Wolf was told that his alma mater 
had been accredited since 1914. So, if Wolf wanted to teach, 
he would have to get a degree from an accredited college in 
Pennsylvania that “offers an approved four-year curriculum 
for the preparation of Health and Physical Education Teachers.” 
This presented a problem for Wolf, then and perhaps more so 
in the future. Attending college was not an option. He had 
a family to support during the worst economic crisis in the 
history of the country. Without the proper certification and 
the necessary credentials from the state he was ineligible to 
teach. This may also have been an issue when he was being 
considered for any potential coaching positions at the college 
level. Even in the 1930’s, college and university coaches 
were probably required to have a four-year degree. Those 
at the big-name schools might have been expected to have 
advanced degrees. “Pop” Warner, Clark Shaughnessy and 
John Heisman, for example, had law degrees.
 Another undated letter from Wynn Fredericks verifies 
that he and Wolf did meet with President Armstrong, but 
the main topic of conversation was salary. In the letter, 
Fredericks suggested a rather unusual solution to Sol’s salary 
issue: “I have been thinking over Dr. Armstrong’s talks yesterday 
and wondered why it wouldn’t be possible for them to increase my 
salary, then it would be nobody’s business if I gave you part of it or 
if you helped me voluntarily just to keep in touch with football. I 
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had hoped to talk to you yesterday after we left Dr. Armstrong but 
he took you off before I had a chance [sic].” Oddly enough, there 
is no mention of any discussion of “the problems of the course 
in Health and Physical Education.”
 Did Sol Wolf leave Lock Haven after coaching football as 
a volunteer for just one season? An earlier letter mentioned 
“tremendous difficulties” that had to be “surmounted” during 
the football season. A lack of fair compensation was another 
issue as noted in one of Wynn Fredericks’ letters. With plans 
being discussed about a school of Physical Education, he 
might have thought there was an opportunity to get a full-
time position in that department. That opportunity probably 
vanished when his academic credentials were called into 
question. Those issues would have given Wolf reason to leave 
his position as a volunteer, but Jobby Topper, Director of 
Librarian Services at Lock Haven University, confirmed that 
Wolf did, in fact, continue to volunteer on a regular basis.
 While at Lock Haven, Wolf continued to seek other 
coaching opportunities. In a  letter dated December 10, 
1934, a contact he had at the editorial department of the 
Democrat and Chronicle newspaper in Rochester, New York, 
advised him that the University of Rochester was “in the 
market” for a football coach. Wolf applied for the position 
but in a January 22, 1935 letter from the University of 
Rochester, he was informed that the committee authorized to 
secure a football coach recommended a different applicant, 
and that person was hired for the position by the college 
administration. In the final paragraph of the letter Wolf was 
described as “one of the excellent coaches who applied for the 
position.”

George “Mac” Hoffnagle… 
 When Wolf was at Lock Haven in 1934, one of the 
star athletes was George “Mac” Hoffnagle. On the last page 
of Wynn Frederick’s first letter, Wolf was asked to select 
players from a list he thought should receive a varsity letter 
in football. One of the student-athletes on the list was an 
individual named “Hoffnagle”. In his letter dated January 
30, 1935, Fredericks talked about the recent activity of the 
basketball team and he mentioned Hoffnagle: “We have had a 
busy time the past week or so… last week we had two… practices 
daily, then played Penn State, Shippensburg and Bloomsburg all 
away from home… Our team continues to improve since Mac 
Hoffnagle came out we have played fairly well, although we still 
need a center very badly.” In Fredericks’ third letter to Wolf, 
he mentioned Hoffnagle again, to wit: “Most of the football 
players passed their first semester’s work very well. Shevock, 
Yohe, Conrad, Hoffnagle, Bryzinski, are all very good students.”
 George McMurray Hoffnagle, a familiar name to South 
Siders for many years, graduated from South Williamsport 
High School in 1929. An outstanding athlete, he attended 
Dickinson Seminary (1929-1931) where he won letters in 
football, basketball, baseball and track. According to a 1949 

South Williamsport football program, Hoffnagle played end 
for three years on the Williamsport “Black Panther” football 
team, coached by Sol Wolf. In 1934 he continued his 
education at Lock Haven State Teachers College. At Lock 
Haven he played football and basketball, and was a member 
of the Varsity Club and the Sports Club. 
 In 1938, Hoffnagle graduated from Lock Haven with 
a degree in Secondary Education with certifications in 
Physical Education and Social Studies. He taught at Canton 
and Renovo, and in 1945 returned to South Williamsport to 
teach social studies and coach football. In 1947, Hoffnagle 
was named head coach, a position he held for five years. 
Later, in 1958, he became an assistant principal and the 
athletic director. In 1968, Hoffnagle was named the principal 
of the South Williamsport Junior High School. He passed 
away in 1973 at the age of 61. The gymnasium at the South 
Williamsport High School was dedicated in his honor on 
February 28, 1989. In the same year, he was inducted into 
the West Branch Valley Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

Applies to other colleges…  
 Undaunted by recent events, Wolf continued his search 
for a college coaching position. Three letters from March 
indicate that Wolf applied for a coaching job at Bowdoin 
College in Brunswick, Maine. However, another applicant 
was hired to fill the position. In a brief letter dated May 
3, 1935, the president of Albright College acknowledged 
Wolf’s letter of April 23. In the letter he informed Wolf that 
an individual from the University of Minnesota was hired 
as the football coach “and is now on the ground, conducting 
spring practice.” 
 In late December of 1935 Wolf received a letter from 
an individual at the Associated Press office in Philadelphia. 
In the December 26 letter Wolf was asked about a report 
that he was being considered “for the football coaching berth at 
Sunbury High School, a position you held in the past.” The letter 
continued: “These same reports state you have been approached 
on the proposition and have turned it down… Frankly Mr. Wolf, 
I’d like to get these reports straightened out… there seems no one 
but yourself can do the straightening out for me… wouldn’t you 
drop me a line about the whole situation, affirming or denying the 
reports, mentioning your reasons for turning down the Sunbury 
coaching berth, if you have, and any other gossip about the 
coaching situation at Sunbury.” Note: There is nothing in the 
collection to support the claims made in this letter. I suspect 
Wolf never responded to this inquiry due to the aggressive 
tone of the letter.
 After numerous attempts to secure a head coaching 
position in college football and without much success, Wolf 
decided to make a career move. With some experience to his 
credit, he decided to pursue a career in broadcasting. Was 
this decision simply due to necessity or did Wolf have a plan?
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A CAREER IN BROADCASTING
 There are several letters in the 
collection that provide dates for Sol 
Wolf’s career in radio. In a letter to an 
executive at N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., 
dated Aug. 12, 1937, Wolf recalled his 
first experience in radio: “My entrance 
into radio came in 1931. Several of my 

former high school stars were going great guns in college and  
I made my first radio talk to describe their doings. Later in  
the season I gave out the football results. My first play by play 
was in 1933.” 
 Unfortunately, other than this letter, there is no 
other evidence in the collection to support Wolf’s work 
in radio from 1931 to 1933. In 1934 he began to get more 
opportunities behind the microphone as noted in a letter 
dated July 25, 1942: “I began broadcasting sports events 
locally in 1934, following a successful… coaching career. 
In 1934, 1935 and 1936 my work was chiefly over WRAK 
describing baseball, football, basketball, boxing and wrestling.” 
In 1936, Wolf began to seek broadcasting positions beyond 
the Williamsport area. Wolf was not shy about whom he 
contacted despite his minimal experience. The stations 
he contacted included WOR radio in New York, and the 
National Broadcasting Company in Pittsburgh. He also 
contacted the Chicago office of the J. Walter Thompson 
Company, the famous advertising company. He received 
replies but none at the time had need for a “sports 
commentator” or any “openings” on their staff.  
 Meanwhile, Wolf had his own radio program on WRAK 
during the football seasons of 1935 and 1936. There were 
two parts to his program. At the end of a week he went 
on the air and made predictions about the major college 
football games scheduled for the weekend. He would often 
do the same for local colleges and high schools if the games 
were of particular interest to his listeners. Unlike today, 
college and high school football seasons started in the 
second or third week of September. A day or two later he 
was on the air again to review his predictions and to discuss 
highlights of the games. A special feature of this program 
was a question-answer segment. Listeners would write to 
Wolf with their questions and he provided answers with 
expert analysis based on his vast knowledge of the game 
of football. The information for his programs came from 
newspapers, wire services, telegrams, and sometimes phone 
calls. 
 To prepare for each part of his program, Wolf wrote 
two drafts of his script. In those two he made numerous 
corrections and changes. He also underlined certain words 
and parts of sentences to be emphasized during the program. 
Then he typed a final draft for his broadcast. The drafts were 
dated in the upper left corner. “Sears Roebuck Company.” 
the sponsor of the program, also appeared in upper left 

corner. The scripts for each program were usually three to 
four pages long. His broadcasts, like all radio, were time-
sensitive so his delivery had to be snappy and precise.
 When I read the scripts, I got the feeling that I was 
actually listening to one of Wolf’s broadcasts. He always 
began each broadcast with, “Greetings football fans.” I was, 
in addition to the details about his predictions, amazed at 
the amount of color commentary Wolf provided in each of 
his broadcasts. For example, he knew the nicknames of all 
the teams and he could reel off the names of all the coaches. 
He talked about the exciting players like quarterback Sid 
Luckman of Columbia, Olympic sprinter and halfback 
Marty Glickman of Syracuse and Texas Christian 
University quarterback, “Slingin” Sammy Baugh. In a 
script dated September 30, 1936, he mentioned the “new 
star quarterback” for the University of Minnesota named 
Bud Wilkinson. Another exciting player of the day who got 
a lot of coverage in Wolf’s broadcasts was Larry Kelley. A 
graduate of Williamsport High School and star end at Yale 
University, Kelley won the Heisman Trophy in 1936. The 
game highlights are also interesting to read. A particular 
favorite of mine is from a broadcast on October 27, 1936. 
In his review of the Holy Cross-Carnegie Tech game, Wolf 
commented that, “It was that old moth-eaten Statue of Liberty 
play that put the Crusaders in position to score after Tech had held 
the upper hand most of the game.” Other highlights included 
several mentions of the increased use of an offensive 
weapon called the “forward pass.” The question-answer 
segments are a good read as well. For example, one writer 
asked Wolf about “Razzle Dazzle Football,” a reference to 
the T formation, and another asked: “Can a player steal the 
ball from an opponent?”

Near-riot at a South Williamsport football game…   
Sometimes Wolf went off topic at the end of his program. In 
particular was a script from an October 27, 1936, broadcast, 
when Wolf spoke of an incident that occurred at a local 
high school football game. He began his comments with: 
“And now to discuss for a moment, a matter of great local 
importance. Last evening, I attended the regular weekly meeting 
of the Susquehanna Valley Football Officials Association. The 
main topic of conversation was the near-riot staged by certain 
South Side fans during Saturday’s game with Montgomery.”  
He then stated that a resolution was adopted and presented 
to the “authorities” of South Williamsport High School 
“asking them for assurance that officials handling the games in 
the future be given the courteous consideration which they have a 
right to expect when officiating at interscholastic contests.” The 
script concludes with Wolf’s personal remarks: “I… endorse 
the stand of the officials…  I know from… experience that the 
majority of South Side fans are splendid and sportsmanlike 
men and women… Unless the troublesome few, who caused 
disturbances in the past, change their attitude South Side may… 
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lose its splendid and hard-earned reputation for courtesy, 
sportsmanship and fair play. It behooves the friends of South Side 
football… to stamp out the element which is causing trouble at 
these games, lest officials refuse to work in South Williamsport…” 
Note: The files that contain the scripts for Wolf’s 1935 & 
1936 radio programs are two of the most complete files in 
the collection. A valuable resource, they provide a unique 
historical perspective on football during the 1930’s as well 
as the field of broadcasting during the “The Golden Age of 
Radio.”

MOVING UP IN THE BROADCAST WORLD
Wolf seeks a big-time broadcast assignment…
  In January 1937, Sol Wolf began a dialogue with Les 
Quailey of the advertising firm N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., 
about broadcasting assignments for football games in the fall. 
The Atlantic Refining Company, the sponsor of the football 
games, used Ayer & Son, Inc., to arrange the broadcasts for 
the games. In a letter dated January 8, 1937, Mr. Quailey 
told Wolf: “It won’t be necessary for you to make a trip here… 
to discuss the possibility of obtaining a broadcasting assignment… 
However, I wish you’d forward me the recording, which you 
mentioned in your letter, so that we may get some idea how you 
do a play-by-play, and to study the quality of your voice.” In a 
subsequent letter dated January 25th, Quailey discussed the 
recording he received from Wolf: “I listened to your record this 
morning… Altho [sic] the recording isn’t long enough to make an 
accurate estimate of your football broadcasting ability… it thoroly 
[sic] convinces me that you know what this football business is all 
about… You may rest assured that when our client gets around to 
considering announcers for next Fall, I’ll recommend you for an 
audition.” Wolf and Quailey exchanged several more letters 
in the coming weeks. Then, in early March, Wolf received 
a letter with good news from an associate of Mr. Quailey’s. 
The letter, dated March 3, 1937, began: “Dear Woody: 
Les… is still out of town… and, of course, I hesitate to make 
any definite promise to you in his absence… I am quite sure that 
Les wants you here… next fall, provided we obtain the rights to 
the Penn games.” He also asked Wolf to “hold off” with his 
decision until he heard from Quailey. He concluded with: 
“In the meantime, no one here desires to stand in your way in 
case you have something more profitable in the way of coaching 
for next fall…”

The audition process…
 In his letter of May 27, Quailey informed Wolf about 
auditions for “those who desire to announce Atlantic football 
games this fall. The audition… will be held in Philadelphia…” The 
audition, according to Quailey, included a test comprised of 
three steps: “You will be required to read a play-by-play of a 
game in part. This script will be supplied by us. Next you will 
read a brief commercial copy concerning the product. Then you 
will be called upon to ‘ad lib’ from a game that you’ve broadcast 

or any part of some game that still remains in your memory.” 
Quailey provided more information and some advice in his 
June 22 letter: “The football auditions have been set for July 
7, in Philadelphia and July 9, in New York. The audition in 
Syracuse will take place during the last week of July. You may 
take your test in any one of these cities. I’d advise Philadelphia or 
Syracuse inasmuch as the few good ones, that we’ll have strutting 
their stuff, will audition in New York. Therefore, you’ll look 
even more impressive where the competition is lightest. I have no 
worry about you making the grade… ”

Wolf was the “best” at the auditions… 
 In a July 19 letter, Quailey thanked Wolf for his biography 
to be used in the “make-ups” of the football commentators. 
In the letter, Quailey also told Wolf: “It has been suggested 
that you be in Syracuse for the auditions in that territory on July 
28 and 29… In the event that you are selected for the Syracuse 
or Cornell stations, we want the managers in that territory to 
hear you.” He continued: “You will audition with the rest, but 
don’t be upset since you are in… ” Wolf apparently auditioned 
well at Syracuse. In his August 3 letter, Quailey reported 
that,  “The unanimous decision was… that you were the best. 
I inquired of Lew Andreas his opinion on the subject and he also 
thought you did the best job.” About his assignment, Wolf was 
told: “The situation now appears to tip you into the Syracuse 
schedule… it means that you are on the NBC New York State 
Network… but… there’s still a possibility of your being on the 
Cornell set-up, and, too, the barest possibility that we may bring 
you into Philadelphia.”
 Then, in an August 17 letter, Wolf got the good word 
from Quailey, to wit: “You shouldn’t have any worries cause 
you’re in. It’s either the Syracuse or Pennsylvania set-up and 
it’s beginning to look more like the latter. Paul Douglas won’t 
be with us this year and that leaves the Penn spot open. I 
expect to be in Williamsport this Thursday around noon, and 
will stop at the Lycoming. … I’ll have the final word on which 
spot you’ll be in, when I see you.” Hereafter he asked Wolf 
to make arrangements to be in Philadelphia for a few days 
in September, the final day to be spent in Atlantic City to 
discuss “all the dope on these broadcasts.”

Named play-by-play announcer for University of 
Pennsylvania football games…
  Wolf, in fact, did get the Penn spot. He was going to be the 
play-by-play announcer for the University of Pennsylvania 
football games aired over WCAU in Philadelphia. Penn had 
an outstanding football program and they were one of the 
most competitive teams in the East. Their schedule always 
included several of the Ivy League schools, plus some of the 
other big name schools of the day. The Penn home games 
were played at Franklin Field. Between 1925 and 1958, 
temporary stands were used during the football season to 
expand the seating capacity from 65,000 to 78,000. Most of 
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Penn’s opponents welcomed the chance to play at Franklin 
Field. To play before huge crowds in a major market like 
Philadelphia provided exposure and publicity for the visiting 
teams. This too, meant that most Penn games were played at 
home.

First broadcast…  trial run… 
 The week before Penn’s first game, Wolf was given some 
air time as noted in a letter from Mr. Quailey dated September 
28, 1937: “I’m glad everything went smoothly at the Maryland-
St. Johns game… the quarter that you broadcast Saturday, and 
the high school game the week before should…put you on edge for 
Saturday’s opening broadcast.” Quailey continued with details 
about the home opener: “George Hogan of WCAU will do 
the opening color and commercials, you will do the play-by-play 
and Bill Crowell will come in for analyzing the game whenever 
you want him to.” Wolf was advised to arrive in Philadelphia 
on Thursday for the Penn-Maryland game scheduled for 
Saturday October 2. On Friday he was to spend some time 
at WCAU to get acquainted with the staff at the station. 
He was also told that the station “wants to introduce you 
to its audience on a broadcast Friday night called ‘Around the 
Town’…”

First contract…
 In a letter dated September 29, 1937, Wolf received the 
terms of his contract. The letter began: “This will confirm our 
arrangements whereby we engage your services as play-by-play 
announcer for a series of football games to be sponsored by the 
Atlantic Refining Company over Station WCAU in Philadelphia. 
Your services will be required to broadcast the following football 
games.” Hereafter is the schedule for Penn’s home football 
games. There were six home games that year. The letter also 
discusses the away games, mentioning that, “each of these 
games will be broadcast by the announcing staff selected to work 
those respective schedules. Therefore, your services will not be 
required for those three games.” There are additional details 
about his contract, including his compensation: “For your 
services you are to receive $60.00 per game payable within one 
week after the completion of any broadcast.” The second page 
has three more paragraphs filled with contractual obligations 
and restrictions. The contract concluded: “You also grant us 
first option on your service for the 1938 Football Season in behalf 
of the Atlantic Refining Company details to be discussed at a 
later date.”

1937…  first season at Penn…
 On Oct. 2, 1937, Sol Wolf did his first play-by-play of 
a University of Pennsylvania football game. Penn defeated 
Maryland by a score of 28 to 2. After each game, Mr. 
Quailey contacted Wolf by letter and offered his comments 
about the broadcast. Usually he offered suggestions to help 
Sol improve his broadcasting skills. Quailey’s letter about 

the Maryland broadcast, dated October 6, began with 
a few positive remarks: “From all reports you did a fine job 
on Saturday and I was glad to learn that you got off to a fair 
start… . you didn’t hear from me immediately because I was 
waiting for any kick-back that might come up and I’m glad to say 
that there were none.” Later in the letter, Quailey offered a 
suggestion: “One point that was brought up on your broadcast 
Saturday is a tendency… to let excitement creep into your voice 
to such an extent that you are inaudible at the completion of long 
runs or touchdowns. Perhaps this is a result of running sentences 
together… if you keep in mind, on exciting plays, not to let the 
action cause you to speak too quickly, I think you can clear up 
this fault.” After the October 9th game in which Penn lost 
to Yale, 27-9, Quailey contacted Wolf about a problem with 
the broadcast: “It is very important that we include scores of 
other games during the… play-by-play… of the football games… 
There have been a number of complaints that we are not rendering 
enough of that service.”
 In a lengthy October 27 letter to George Hogan of station 
WCAU,  Quailey began with a comment about Penn’s 
game against Georgetown: “The reaction to the broadcast 
of… Saturday’s game… was very favorable.” He continued 
stating there were several complaints about dead air when 
the microphone was transferred between two announcers. 
He suggested that the announcers (Wolf and Crowell) cue 
one another before the microphone is passed to prevent a 
slowdown in the broadcast. He also mentioned to Hogan, 
“you have the radio experience… and you should be in complete 
charge.” Quailey concluded his letter with: “I understand that 
the way your crew set up last Saturday was convenient to all, 
and perhaps it would be better to follow the same set-up the rest 
of the season.”

Listeners are impressed…
Apparently Wolf’s broadcasts, despite his relative 
inexperience, impressed some of his listeners. In a 
November 8 letter addressed to the Atlantic Refining 
Company in Philadelphia, a fan from Philadelphia offered 
his remarks about the broadcast of the Penn-Penn State 
game played at Franklin Field on November 6: “As a sports 
fan, and especially a football enthusiast, I am writing to express 
my appreciation of the splendid program of football games you 
have been broadcasting. I especially desire to compliment you on 
your selection of announcer ‘Woody Wolfe’[sic]. His excellent 
handling of the broadcast of the details of the game renders your 
program one of the finest football broadcasts on the air today. 
It is… my opinion that he must be well acquainted with the 
rudiments of the game, and the comparison of broadcasts such as 
he has given with those given by possibly more prominent sports 
announcers is very much in his favor. I feel that this is due to his 
knowledge of the game.” He continued the comparison in the 
next paragraph: “maybe the fact that they are ‘Jack of all sports 
announcing and master of none’ has something to do with it.” 
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Obviously an astute fan of the day, he concluded his letter 
with: “In any event, I believe both your company and Woody 
Wolfe [sic] are to be congratulated upon results of this season’s 
announcing.”
 Another letter, that may have been a pleasant surprise 
to Wolf, came from a family in Canton, Ohio. In the letter, 
dated November 28, 1937, a family member wrote: “Just a 
few lines of fan mail for you. We heard your broadcast of the 
Cornell-U. of P. game Thanksgiving day and think it was the best 
and most completely described game we have ever heard. Hope 
you continue this work and that we will have the pleasure of 
hearing you cover a greater number of games next year. Wishing 
the best of success we are…” Obviously, after just one season, 
Wolf had gained the respect and admiration of some fans. 
These letters are especially significant because they confirm 
that Sol’s coaching background and knowledge of football 
were important factors in the success of his broadcast career.
 When the season ended Wolf received letters about 
his first year of broadcasting from the Atlantic Refining 
Company, the sponsor of the Penn football games and Les 
Quailey of the advertising agency, N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
The Atlantic Refining Company letter dated Dec. 7, 1937, 
acknowledged a recent correspondence from Wolf: “Thank 
you very much for your kind letter of November 30th telling us 
how much you enjoyed broadcasting the Pennsylvania games 
for us this fall.” The letter continued: “We appreciate very 
much the very efficient way in which you handled your part of 
the picture and I am very glad to be able to tell you that we have 
never heard anything except the greatest praise for the work you 
did.” The letter was signed by the Advertising Manager of 
the company. The letter from Quailey, although brief, was 
also complimentary: “I want to thank you for your work in 
assisting The Atlantic Refining Company to put over its football 
broadcasts for 1937 with a first rate performance.”
 The Penn football team ended the season with 2 wins, 
5 losses and 1 tie. Wolf did the broadcast for all six home 
games. The two away games were at Columbia and Yale. 
Wolf also did the broadcast of a non-Penn game. In a 
telegram from Les Quailey dated November 15, 1937, Wolf 
was informed that he was “selected” to do the play-by-play 
of the Syracuse-Colgate game on November 20. Despite 
his limited broadcast experience at the major college level, 
Wolf decided, in mid-December, to write a letter to the New 
Orleans Mid-Winter Sports Association about doing the 
broadcast of “The Sugar Bowl Classic.” In a December 28 
letter, the President of the Sports Association acknowledged 
Wolf’s letter. He then explained the situation: “Due to the 
fact that we had already completed our plans for this broadcast 
some time previous to your communication, there would not be 
anything we could do for you at this time.” He also mentioned 
that Wolf’s letter would be filed for possible consideration in 
future programs.

1938 season…  second year at Penn…  wants more 
compensation… 
 Sometime after the season was over, Wolf decided that 
he needed greater compensation for his broadcast work. I 
suspect that Wolf might have contacted Les Quailey and 
lobbied for a pay raise but without much success. He also 
contacted Joseph Labrum, the Assistant Manager in Charge 
of Athletic Publicity at the University of Pennsylvania, for 
advice on the matter. In an undated letter Labrum offered 
his comments about Wolf’s broadcast performance and the 
rate of pay: “All of us here and the alumni… were pleased with 
your work last fall. We did not receive a single complaint during 
the entire season… Everyone seemed to enjoy it thoroughly 
because of your complete understanding of the sport and because 
you spoke in understandable language.” About the pay, he 
mentioned that the average broadcaster usually asks for fifty 
dollars per game. Labrum continued: “This figure I consider 
too low particularly in your case… but from all that I have heard 
a hundred dollars per game is tops.” Then, he offered some 
advice: “The University has not closed with N. W. Ayer for the 
right to the broadcasting but may do shortly… I would advise you 
make your agreement before it is too late.” And finally, the best 
advice: “Don’t let the job get away from you just because you 
might have a slight difference with the sponsor.”
 To get a close friend’s advice, Wolf contacted Lou Little, 
the head football coach at Columbia University. In a March 
1, 1938, letter, Little responded: “Your letter arrived today and 
I shall write to Les Quailey again bringing to his attention the 
fine job you did last fall. There is just one thing Sol and I think 
you are making a big mistake in worrying about financial return 
from this broadcasting right now. My thought on this matter is 
why don’t you, through hard work… place yourself in such a 
position as a broadcaster that you will be in demand… when you 
are accepted as one of the leaders in this work you will have no 
trouble in naming your own price… if you can be… one of those 
who is outstanding, then Sol you will not have anything to worry 
about… The sports field needs several good commentators…” 
Whether Coach Little contacted Quailey or not is a matter 
of conjecture. If he did, was Wolf’s compensation discussed 
or did Little avoid the topic because he thought Wolf was 
making a mistake in thinking he needed more money just 
one year into his college football broadcasting career? Or, 
maybe Wolf had convinced Quailey that he needed more 
money. Ironically, in a Western Union telegram dated 
March 8, 1938, Wolf received a message from Les Quailey: 
“Re Conversation Today… One Hundred Per Game Including 
Expenses Football. Wire Reaction Collect. Regards Les Quaile… 
Ayer & Son Inc.”
 Wolf also contacted the secretary of Princeton 
University’s National Alumni Association about the 
compensation paid to the broadcasters of their football 
games. In a March 11, 1938 letter, the secretary replied: 
“The only people we have had any contact with regarding football 
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broadcasts was the N. W. Ayer outfit and I, unfortunately, am 
not very familiar with the compensation usually paid for radio 
broadcasters.” The secretary offered a few suggestions and 
some advice to Wolf, similar to those made by coach Little. 
Wolf received a similar response from the secretary in a 
September 8 letter: “I have been away from Princeton… and 
that is the reason you have not heard from me in answer to your 
letter of August 11… I did not have anything to do with the 
arrangements for broadcasting the Princeton this fall… However, 
I will do whatever I can for you.”
 A letter from the secretary dated September 17, 1938, 
seems to suggest that Wolf applied for a broadcasting job 
at Princeton. However, another individual, as noted in the 
letter, was selected to do the broadcasts: “It is with regret that 
I write to tell you that I have been officially informed that Byrum 
Saam will do the announcing for all of our home football games 
this fall. I am sorry that I am not going to have the pleasure of 
seeing you in the fall.” By this time, Wolf had been rehired 
to be the play-by-play announcer for the University of 
Pennsylvania football games. 
 For many years By Saam was the voice of the Philadelphia 
Phillies. He retired in 1975. Saam’s accolades include the 
Ford Frick Award in 1990, given by the Baseball Hall of 
Fame for excellence in broadcasting. He was inducted into 
the Philadelphia Broadcast Pioneers Hall of Fame in 1993.
 In 1938, Sol Wolf began his second year as the play-by-
play announcer for the University of Pennsylvania football 
games. In an August 31, 1938 letter from Les Quailey of N. 
W. Ayer & Son, Inc., Wolf was informed that he was once 
again “selected to be one of the play-by-play announcers 
to carry part of the Atlantic football program this fall.” 
Wolf was also invited to attend an orientation meeting in 
Philadelphia to discuss the “procedure” to be used during 
the upcoming season and to meet some of his associates. In 
a letter from Quailey dated September 19, Wolf received his 
broadcast schedule. His first broadcast was the Maryland-
Richmond game at College Park, Maryland on September 
24. The remainder of the schedule included six home games 
at Penn’s Franklin Field, the first on October 1, and an 
away game at Michigan on November 5. There were two 
open dates. Wolf was to be paid $100 for each broadcast 
according to this letter. He was instructed to submit an 
expense account for the trip to Ann Arbor for the Michigan-
Penn game. Quailey also mentioned that the crew working 
the Penn games should get together in Philadelphia “for a 
discussion on what each man is to do and how he’s to conduct 
himself on the broadcast.”
 Like the previous year Quailey, after each game, would 
write to Wolf with suggestions, comments and occasionally 
complaints. In an October 4 letter he offered his comments 
about the home opener against Lafayette College: “I had 
very good reports on your broadcast and know that you will 
continue to keep pace with our expectations for the balance of 

the season.” He continued with an interesting comment 
about the Penn-Yale game on October 8: “I am particularly 
anxious to see you do a job this Saturday inasmuch as you are 
on the Yankee Network and that outfit is ultra-particular about 
who works its chain of stations.” (Penn won the game, 21-0). 
At the bottom of the letter was a hand-written note about a 
forever problem with sportscasters: “Forgot to remind you to 
give the score more often. Several complaints on this point.” 
 In a letter dated October 6, 1938, two days before his 
third broadcast of the season, Wolf received his contract. 
The content and language of the contract were very similar 
to the one he agreed to in 1937. There was an extra clause 
in this contract that stated: “In addition to the games listed 
above, we are also to have the privilege of using your services as 
play-by-play announcer for broadcasts of football games on other 
Atlantic Refining Company schedules during the 1938 season. 
Any assignments will be discussed with you and authorized by 
Mr. Quailey of N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc.” Obviously, the 
opportunity to broadcast games in addition to the Penn 
games had to be good news to Wolf.  The contract also 
confirmed that he was to receive $100 for each game. That 
was a $40 raise above the previous year. Finally, there was a 
detailed paragraph at the end of the letter about withholding 
taxes “payable under the so-called Social Security Laws .  . .”
 In his October 10th letter about the game played against 
Yale, Quailey mentioned a confusing error Wolf made in his 
broadcast: “I checked your broadcast Saturday since I decided 
not to go out to Ohio State. Despite the fact that many thought 
you were considerably mixed up on yardage, particularly in 
the first quarter when you had some of the Yale players on the 
Penn team and vice versa, I personally felt that you kept the 
interest throughout the game.”  He continued with another 
more assuring comment about Wolf’s broadcast: “Of course, 
I tuned you in and out since I was checking the others, but caught 
most of your first half. In fact, you did a very good job putting 
over the point that both teams were hitting hard in an effort to 
win the ball game.” Quailey wrote to Wolf again on October 
11 to remind him about the procedure for doing the station 
identification in his broadcast: “One point I overlooked about 
your work last Saturday was the manner in which you were giving 
station breaks. You did not pause long enough after mentioning 
‘We now pause for station identification.’ At this point there 
should be a break of at least two seconds and then continue with 
‘This is the Atlantic football network.’ The reason we desire this 
momentary pause is to enable stations to break away in the event 
they do not care to include ‘Atlantic football network.’”
 On November 5th, Penn traveled to Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, to play the University of Michigan. The Penn 
Quakers lost a close game to the Wolverines, 19-13. In 
his letter dated November 8th, Quailey commented about 
Wolf’s broadcast of the game: “I checked around the city 
regarding your broadcast and I must admit the majority were 
lukewarm. Apparently, there was a problem with the broadcast 
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set-up.” Quailey sympathized because he experienced the 
same problem. He explained: “When I was out there… we 
arranged to sit in the front row of the press section after a long 
harangue with the A. A. officials… the fact still remains that you 
are mixed up on yardage and downs. Also many kicks have come 
in regarding your inability to clarify who had possession of the 
ball on several occasions.” Quailey then offered an opinion: 
“I have tried to analyze what might be causing the trouble and 
have concluded that your effort to master the writing of the play 
has upset your routine to the extent that your timing is off in 
catching the placement of the ball and the yards to go.” Such 
were the problems in the early days of sports broadcasting, 
so I suspect that what Wolf experienced was not necessarily 
unique to him.
 The Penn football team ended the 1938 season with 3 
wins, 2 losses and 2 ties. Wolf did the broadcast for all six 
home games and one away game. He also did the broadcast 
for one non-Penn game. There were two open dates. In 
one of his last letters of the year, Mr. Quailey told Wolf, 
in part: “From what I observed of your work and also Husing’s 
on Thanksgiving Day, I ’m certain that the actual broadcast of 
the games leaves little to be desired from you. I am positive that 
your broadcasting this year, at least the two games I observed in 
your booth, is the best you have done.” As expected, Quailey 
followed with several suggestions. On the second page, he 
added: “I know Atlantic feels that you came back into your 
own the last few games of the season and is looking forward to 
employing you next fall.” Indeed, Wolf was back in the fall 
but there were was an unexpected change.

1939…  first year broadcasting University of Pittsburgh 
football games… 
 A big change was in store for Sol Wolf in 1939, as noted 
in an August 24 letter from Les Quailey. The letter stated, 
in part: “everything is okay for you to step into the Pitt picture… 
I am notifying station WCAE that we are making the change 
in Pittsburgh… Meanwhile, it might be well for you to write 
Joe Labrum (of the athletic department at Penn) and explain 
you are going to Pitt at our request. Wally spoke to Joe and the 
latter seemed disappointed that you would not be on hand again 
this fall… I have given this change a good deal of thought since 
it was first broached to you and I am certain that it’s a move 
decidedly in your favor…” Quailey wrote to Wolf again just 
a few days later. In an August 29 letter he informed Wolf 
that, “As matters now stand you will broadcast at least eight 
games at Pittsburgh with a possibility of ten and more than likely 
a complete schedule will show exactly nine contests… we must be 
careful to convince Pitt that you are the institution’s announcer. 
However, when Pitt is not performing at home, I’m endeavoring 
to fill in the schedule with other games.” In another pre-season 
letter dated September 6, Quailey informed Wolf that his 
contract was going to be mailed, “and among other things it 
requires you to be on the scene at least 22 hours beforehand.” 

He also mentioned the dates of the football announcers’ 
meeting which helped Wolf and others prepare for the 
broadcast season. 
 There are comparatively fewer letters in the collection 
from Wolf’s first years of coverage of the Pitt football games. 
In a letter dated October 16, Mr. Quailey commented 
once again about ongoing problems in sports broadcasting: 
“The loudest complaints that have resulted from our two weeks 
of broadcasting under Atlantic’s banner are the fact the score 
is not given more often and the failure to recap plays that gain 
considerable yardage and touchdowns. Try to make it a point… 
We shall keep you posted on further developments based on the 
reactions of your listeners.” In an October 24 letter, Quailey 
suggested that Wolf, in his broadcasts, refer more often to 
the University of Pittsburgh as “Pitt.” He then mentioned 
that using the entire name as such was “apparently… a carry-
over from Pennsylvania where [Wolf] had to give the entire name 
of the school without abbreviation.” 
 Pitt finished the season with 5 wins and 4 losses. Quailey 
offered his comments about the season in a letter to Wolf 
dated December 27: “Just a word of thanks for your splendid 
cooperation in making The Atlantic Refining Company’s football 
broadcasts this past fall so successful. The season of 1939 was 
undoubtedly the best from an audience reaction in the four years 
that Atlantic has been sponsoring football. The mail response has 
been gratifying and the number of kicks about the announcers hit 
an all-time low.”  
 With Pitt’s season over, Wolf made one and possibly 
two attempts to secure a broadcasting job with a post-season 
bowl game. In a brief letter dated December 7, Frank Leahy, 
an old friend and the head football coach at Boston College 
responded to a “note” from Wolf : “This will acknowledge 
your recent note which I was happy to receive. Rest assured, 
Woody, if we wind up in a bowl game I will recommend your 
service very strongly.” In the meantime, Boston College was 
invited to play Clemson in the Cotton Bowl on New Year’s 
Day. In a follow-up letter dated December 14, Leahy asked 
Wolf: “Have you learned whether or not your company has 
expressed a desire to handle the Cotton Bowl game? If there is 
anything I can do in your behalf just say the word for I shall 
welcome an opportunity to render a helping hand.”  There are 
no subsequent letters to indicate if Wolf did the broadcast.
 Apparently, Wolf had also written a letter to the 
Director of Athletics at Catholic University about doing 
the broadcast for the Sun Bowl in El Paso, Texas. Catholic 
University was scheduled to play Arizona State in the Sun 
Bowl on New Year’s Day. In a letter dated December 11, 
Wolf received a letter from the director that stated, in part: 
“Regarding the broadcasting of the Sun Bowl game… I don’t 
know what… is going to be done regarding the matter… I’ll 
contact you later if anything develops.” Unfortunately, there 
are no letters in the collection to indicate if Wolf got the 
job. 
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1940…  second year broadcasting Pitt football games… 
 For a second year in a row Wolf was selected to be the 
play-by-play announcer for the University of Pittsburgh 
football games. A letter from Les Quailey dated August 30 
provided the details: “we completed our announcer schedules 
this morning, and you will again be assigned to the Pitt schedule. 
I know that you were anxious to get back in the Penn setup, 
but Bill Salter has been assigned that spot… we had to do some 
manipulating… to keep our budget down… your schedule of 
games will amount to nine, beginning with the Pitt-Missouri 
game on October 5.” There were six Pitt games plus three 
other games. In a September 23 letter, Quailey responded to 
a request from Wolf: “I am sorry to state that we will be unable 
to budget funds for additional men to assist you on football in 
Pittsburgh this fall. Therefore, you will have… to make the most 
of a tough situation. I trust that you can see your way clear to go 
along under these circumstances at least for this fall.” 
 Pitt’s record for 1940 was 3 wins and 3 losses. In a letter 
dated November 25, Quailey commented on Wolf’s work 
and discussed bowl games: “I had been hoping… that I would 
be able to get to Pittsburgh… to watch you work this fall… it was 
imperative that everybody be checked and of course Bob Burlen 
took over some of this work. His glowing reports on your work 
satisfied me to the extent that I decided to check elsewhere…” 
Later in the letter, he mentioned: “As for the bowl games, 
they rest entirely with the networks, which means that Stern, 
Husing and probably Pearson will describe the assorted games on 
New Year’s Day.”

1941…  college and professional football broadcasts…
 A few months after the football season, Wolf received 
a letter from Les Quailey. In his letter dated January 23, 
1941, Quailey commented about the use of “Woody” as his 
moniker: “I think it is a smart idea for you to play up ‘Woody’ 
inasmuch as there is confusion even here in the office as to when 
you should be addressed as ‘Sol’ Wolf and ‘Woody’ Wolf’.” He 
continued with some football details: “Incidentally, I got a 
look at Pittsburgh’s schedule for next year and they certainly 
are taking on some tough ones. It should mean plenty of early 
trips for you and of course the journey to Nebraska will also 
be included.” There was, however, going to be a significant 
change for Wolf and his broadcasting career. 
 With the approach of football season, Quailey, 
in a September 4 letter, reminded Wolf of the annual 
“Announcers’ Meeting” in Philadelphia. He also informed 
Wolf that there was going to be rules examination, “stressing 
the official signs and automatic rulings that football announcers 
should catch immediately.” A September 19 letter from 
Quailey included Wolf’s contract: “Attached herewith is your 
contract for the 1941 football broadcasts under the sponsorship 
of the Atlantic Refining Company.” The letter concluded: “I 
intend to talk to you further about expenses in relation to your 
trips to Chicago and New York. Meanwhile, here’s hoping that 

you like broadcasting the professional games even better than 
the college contests.” Sol “Woody” Wolf was about to step 
into a new arena of sports broadcasting, namely professional 
football. Wolf was moving up in the world professionally, 
and he was going to receive a substantial increase in his 
compensation for each broadcast.
 In a letter dated September 26, Quailey reviewed Wolf’s 
contract for the 1941 football season: “I have gone over your 
contract with the following results: We will pay you $160.00 per 
game including expenses on the following dates: September 21st 
and 27th, October 5th and 12th. For the weekends of October 
18th, 25th and November 1st, we will pay you $270.00 for 
the two games on each weekend. In addition, all expenses 
exceeding $35.00 should be filed to us and we will reimburse 
you for whatever additional outlay you make. The weekend of 
November 15th you would receive $270.00 including expenses 
and on each weekend of November 22nd and 30th, you would 
receive $160.00 including expenses.” The letter concluded: “I 
hope this meets with your approval because if it doesn’t we will 
just have to rearrange the schedule… If the above meets with 
your approval please return your contracts…” Although Wolf’s 
schedule was subject to change, Wolf, in 1941, probably 
broadcast most of the Steelers games and several of the Pitt 
games based on the dates of the games listed in his contract.
 On November 5 Quailey wrote an interesting letter to 
Wolf about the exclusive use of the T formation in a college 
game: “I saw Temple-Boston College last Saturday and Boston 
College just rushed them off their feet. Boston operated from the 
‘T’ and used an indirect pass throughout… It seemed to me that 
the ‘T’ formation worked this way, certainly helped on a muddy 
field. Whereas, Temple operated from the single wing and the 
backs had… trouble getting hold of the ball before they even got 
started.”  
 Wolf, in addition to his pro football broadcasts, was 
asked to do college games as noted at the close of Quailey’s 
letter: “I asked several people how the Villanova-Detroit game 
sounded and they were unanimous in stating that it was a very 
good broadcast. On top of that I have heard no complaints which 
proves that you must have done a first-rate job.” A November 
26 letter from Quailey included details about the broadcast 
assignments for the bowl games, and some talk about Wolf’s 
future: “Bert Bell told me on Monday that he thought you did 
an excellent job on professional football and wondered what you 
would be doing next year. I told Bert that… depended on what 
the government would do in connection with our pals across the 
sea before we commit ourselves in football. At any rate, you have 
no worry about our setup next fall.”  Eleven days later Japan 
attacked Pearl Harbor. The “day that shall live in infamy” 
had arrived.

1942… 
 The American entry into WW II brought change and 
uncertainty to the world of sports broadcasting in 1942, 
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particularly with regard to sponsorship. This was evident in 
a letter from Les Quailey dated July 27: “It is now definite that 
Atlantic will not broadcast football this autumn. Meanwhile, we 
are endeavoring to interest others, but at this writing it doesn’t 
look too hopeful. I hope that you can make the connection with 
the Steelers… I know… that Pabst Beer will sponsor just about 
all the professional games and the agency is Lord and Thomas, 
Chicago. I will keep you posted if anything develops here…”

A letter from Art Rooney…  patriarch of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers…
 Wolf did contact the Steelers about doing the radio 
broadcasts. In fact, he wrote to Art Rooney, the founder and 
owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers. In a two page hand-written 
letter dated July 28, 1942, Mr. Rooney replied with the 
disappointing news. “Dear Woody: Some time ago I received 
your letter. I did not answer immediately as I did not know what 
was done on our radio. Bert Bell has been taking care of that end 
of the business. I believe we have Pabst Beer as a sponsor. Bell 
told me Joe Tucker was to do the announcing. You did a very 
fine job and should have no trouble getting on. I wish you luck.” 
This correspondence, on “Rooney-McGinley Boxing Club 
letterhead, was signed: Art Rooney.
 The uncertainty continued in an August 10 letter from 
Quailey: “Under separate cover I am sending you a transcription 
that I think will be satisfactory in the event you intend to use it 
for auditioning purposes.” He continued with an update on 
the Atlantic sponsorship: “nothing has changed regarding the 
football picture which means Atlantic is definitely out. The hopes 
for another sponsor are dwindling fast.” The outlook seemed 
even worse in Quailey’s letter to Wolf dated August 19: “It 
would now seem that there will be no football broadcasting this 
fall on the part of Atlantic. I have recommended you in a number 
of places to do play-by-play this fall and I… hope you will get 
something definite… There is no use telling you how much we 
dislike to drop football, but I am afraid this is just another war 
casualty.” A few weeks later, however, there was dramatic 
change in the sponsorship crisis as noted in Quailey’s letter 
of August 28 which stated, in part: “It now appears that 
Atlantic will broadcast some football and we will be in touch with 
you… regarding your assignment.”
 Wolf finally got his assignment in Quailey’s letter of 
September 23: “It looks as though you will get the Pittsburgh 
schedule of games this fall… you will also have two Penn 
State games which will be a total of eight games.” The letter 
continued: “In view of the limited budget, we are cutting down 
on a number of games, and for your information, Penn will not be 
in our setup this year… your first broadcast will be the Pittsburgh-
Southern Methodist University game. Meanwhile, how are you 
going to handle all your work this fall - what with coaching, 
selling insurance, broadcasting football, etc.” Quailey’s letter 
of November 18 noted that the end of the football season 
was near: “it now appears that you will conclude your broadcast 

season with the Pitt-Penn State game on November 21st. I doubt 
very much that we will need your services thereafter…” Pitt’s 
record for 1942 was 3 wins and 5 losses.

1943…  an offer from the Brooklyn Dodgers…
 In February, Wolf received a letter from the J. Walter 
Thompson Company about the associate announcer 
position for Brooklyn Dodgers baseball games. The letter 
dated February 23, 1943, discussed the circumstances: “Last 
summer your name was brought to our attention… in connection 
with the broadcasting of baseball games by Lorillard Company. 
At that time we had no suitable opening. We have just heard that 
Alan Hale, who was to have been the associate announcer on the 
Brooklyn Dodger games this coming season, will not be able to 
do them and we would like to consider you for the job along with 
some others, if you are going to be available. Won’t you let me 
know about your plans for the coming season.”
 Wolf was probably ecstatic to receive the letter and must 
have auditioned for the position in New York.  However, 
another famous sports broadcaster was selected as noted 
in an April 1, 1943, letter from the J. Walter Thompson 
Company: “This is to let you know that after careful consideration 
of all the men who were interested in broadcasting the Brooklyn 
Dodger baseball games, Connie Desmond has been selected. You 
were very kind to come up to New York to see us and I… regret 
that it isn’t possible to use all of the talent that is available.”
 Connie Desmond was with the Dodgers from 1943 
until 1956. During his years with the Dodgers he shared the 
broadcast booth with Red Barber, Ernie Harwell and Vin 
Scully, three of the most famous announcers in baseball 
history. Desmond was probably in the radio booth with 
Red Barber when Bobby Thomson hit the game-winning 
home run in the bottom of the ninth inning of the third and 
final play-off game between the Giants and the Dodgers on 
October 3, 1951 at the Polo Grounds. Imagine if Wolf had 
been selected to be the associate announcer for the Dodgers. 
He would have witnessed one of the most famous moments 
in baseball history, known as the “shot heard ’round the 
world.”

The football season… 
 The outlook for the 1943 football season seemed grim as 
noted in Les Quailey’s letter of March 1 to Wolf: “I doubt that 
football can carry on in any way that will approximate the setup 
of 1942. Where it is true that a lot of the schools will depend on 
Navy and Army men who are taking courses, I don’t  see how 
those fellows can devote the time to competitive athletics when 
they are covering class work in six weeks that otherwise would 
take six months.” 
 In a letter dated April 1, Les Quailey wrote to Wolf 
about broadcasting and the upcoming football season. Once 
again he was not overly optimistic: “The football broadcasting 
picture looks none too good… I talked to Ray Hagan… and he 
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stated that Pitt would begin Spring practice in June and that they 
were counting on the freshmen to carry on next fall. Judging 
from our surveys… Pittsburgh is a natural and… if we continue 
with football… Pitt will be included… if we continue football, 
the broadcasts will be spotted in certain territories… As you see, 
the future is not rosy and all we can hope for is that national 
conditions will be such that additional money can be appropriated 
for advertising expenditures in the fall.”
 A letter from Quailey dated June 1 provided Wolf with 
an update about the broadcasting situation: “I believe we will 
have some definite word on football broadcasting by the middle 
of July… providing the colleges and universities… indicate that 
they plan going through with their schedules… the schools are 
waiting for the War Department to give the go ahead… on 
permitting Army students in college to play football… so far the 
War Department has been noncommittal… the college officials 
have been in Washington trying to get the Army to go along with 
the Navy in permitting college students, in the service, to play 
football.” Quailey seemed more optimistic in a June 2 letter: 
“We have just completed a survey of leading Eastern colleges and 
find that a… number of them plan to continue football in 1943.” 
He then qualified his remark: “whether Atlantic will sponsor 
football broadcasting depends… on the ability of the colleges 
to play.” Wolf finally received word about the broadcasts 
in a July 1 letter from Quailey: “ It now appears that should 
football be played in the colleges, Atlantic will go ahead with 
broadcasting.” In the next paragraph he mentioned an 
interesting commitment by the colleges: “it appears that most 
of the schools will put a team on the field even if their squads are 
limited to 15 men.” There was, however, a downside to the 
overall situation as noted in the last paragraph: “As soon as 
Atlantic passes on the schedule of games, I will let you know what 
broadcasting territory we will cover. It looks as though the small 
schools will be out and activities confined to the larger cities.”
 The official word about the upcoming football season 
came in Mr. Quailey’s letter of August 11: “Atlantic has 
okayed  football broadcasting… it looks like you will be back in 
Pittsburgh this fall.” He also mentioned that contracts would 
be withheld until the colleges completed their schedules. 
He concluded his remarks with: “I am afraid that it will be 
another week or ten days before we can let you know… your 
schedule of broadcasts. At any rate--we plan to broadcast football 
and I know you are interested in getting this information.” In a 
letter dated September 21, Wolf received the terms of his 
contract from Les Quailey: “our proposal is attached… we are 
paying you $125.00 per game for all of the college broadcasts but 
only paying $50.00 for the broadcast of the Bears-Eagles game 
in Chicago. We… are over the budget… This also accounts for 
the fact that we will be unable to use your services on the two 
professional games broadcast in Pittsburgh… When you consider 
the jaunts you must make, we are fortunate that we will be able 
to broadcast any of these away from home games.”
 One of the innovations in the game of football was 

the development of the T formation. Although introduced 
many years before, college and professional teams began 
to use an updated version of the T formation in the early 
1940’s. In a letter dated October 7, Quailey explained how 
to “set up” a play when a team used the T formation. He told 
Wolf it was unnecessary to mention the “passing” of the ball 
from the center to the quarterback on every play because in 
the T formation “the center always has to pass the ball to the 
QB…” Instead, he should “set up” the play before the ball 
is snapped and then, once the ball is snapped and the play 
develops, he should describe the action until the play was 
over.
 In an October 19 letter to Wolf, Quailey commented 
on the broadcast of the pro game between the Bears and 
the combined team of the Philadelphia Eagles and the 
Pittsburgh Steelers: “Just a brief note to congratulate you and 
Bill Sutherland on the splendid job you fellows did in Chicago 
last Sunday… I thought that inasmuch as we are inclined to find 
fault most of the time, you and Bill would appreciate a pat on 
the back.” Despite Quailey’s apprehension at the start of the 
season and the limitations due to the war situation, Pitt 
played a full schedule in 1943. They finished the season 
with 3 wins and 5 losses. 

Sponsor discontinues football broadcasts…
 1943 is the last year in the collection with letters from 
Les Quailey, Wolf’s contact at N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc. 
In 1944, the Atlantic Refining Company had decided to 
discontinue their sponsorship of football broadcasts. That 
was not a surprise to Quailey. Before the 1943 season began 
he expressed his concern about sponsorship. The impact 
of the war was such that many colleges and universities 
suspended their football programs. Wolf, unfortunately, 
was unable to secure a position with any of the remaining 
companies that decided to continue with sponsorship.

FAMOUS COACHES
 Throughout Sol Wolf’s career as a broadcaster he 
corresponded with many college football coaches. The 
collection has a group of letters from several of those 
coaches. Many were friends from the days when he attended 
coaching schools, and all are among the most famous 
coaches in college football history. One of those friends was 
Frank Leahy. He played tackle for three years (1928-1930) 
under Knute Rockne and graduated in 1931. While he was 
at Notre Dame, he played on two national championship 
teams, in 1929 and 1930. After he graduated he was a line 
coach at Georgetown (1931), Michigan State (1932) and 
Fordham (1933-1938). While at Fordham Leahy coached 
the offensive line famously known as the Seven Blocks of 
Granite. One of the Seven Blocks was a tough but smallish 
right guard named Vince Lombardi.
 The head coach at Fordham was Jim Crowley. Also a 
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graduate of Notre Dame, Crowley, like Leahy, played under 
Knute Rockne. In fact, Crowley was the left halfback in the 
famous Notre Dame backfield known and much hyped as 
the Four Horsemen of Notre Dame (1924). Crowley and 
his three teammates (Elmer Layden, Don Miller and Harry 
Stuhldreher) were named as such in an article by Grantland 
Rice, the famous sportswriter for the New York Tribune, 
after Notre Dame’s 13-7 defeat of a tough Army team at the 
Polo Grounds in New York, on October 18, 1924. When 
the Notre Dame team returned to South Bend, a publicity 
photo was taken of the foursome while in uniform and on 
horseback, securing their name and immortality.   
 From 1939 to 1940, Leahy was the head coach at 
Boston College. In his two seasons at Boston College he 
won 20 games and lost 2. His 1940 team was undefeated, 
winning 10 games. On January 1, 1940, the Eagles defeated 
Tennessee in the Sugar Bowl, 19-13, before a crowd of 
73,181. According to Wikipedia, Leahy, while at Boston 
College, made numerous attempts to recruit Jack Kerouac, 
the famous “Beat” author of the 1950’s and 60’s.
 From 1941-1943 and from 1946-1953 Leahy was the 
head coach of Notre Dame. The interruption was due to 
his military service. At Notre Dame Leahy won national 
championships in 1943, 1946, 1947 and 1949. Four of his 
players won the Heisman Trophy--Angelo Bertelli (1943), 
Johnny Lujack (1947), Leon Hart (1949) and Johnny 
Lattner (1953). He also recruited Paul Hornung, the 1956 
recipient of the Heisman Trophy. Leahy’s record at Notre 
Dame was 87 wins, 11 losses and 2 ties. In the late 1940’s he 
had an unbeaten string of 39 games which included 37 wins 
and 2 ties. Leahy was inducted into the College Football 
Hall of Fame as a coach in 1970.
 There are three notable letters from Leahy in the 
collection that reflect his close friendship with Sol Wolf. 
In a letter dated October 18, 1939, while he was the head 
coach at Boston College, Leahy responded to a letter from 
Wolf: “This will acknowledge your recent letter which needless to 
say I was mighty happy to receive. I was happy to learn that you 
have been selected to broadcast the Boston College-Holy Cross 
game of next December 2nd… I am heartily in favor of your 
selection. I know of no one whom I would rather have then [sic] 
yourself. I am looking forward to seeing you here in December. 
Kind regards.” This correspondence, on “Boston College 
Athletic Association” letterhead, is signed: F. Leahy.
 In a March 26, 1941 letter, Leahy again acknowledged 
a letter he received from Sol Wolf. (Note the reference to 
Knute Rockne): “Just a note to let you know how much we 
appreciated your kind letter of March 23. It was good to hear from 
you and learn that you rejoiced in our good fortune. We have a 
great task ahead of us, Woody, but we relish the opportunity. If 
you are ever out this way, please drop and see us. We surely hope 
that we will always be worthy of the great things which our mutual 
friend, the ‘Rock’, taught us. Thanks again for your courtesy in 

writing and let me assure you that we were very happy to hear 
from you.” This correspondence, on “University Of Notre 
Dame Athletic Association” letterhead, is signed: Frank 
Leahy.
 A letter from Leahy dated September 8, 1943, described 
the situation in college football due to the war situation in 
1943 in the third paragraph: “Football prospects here are far 
from bright, Woody. The Navy V-12 and Marine Boys have 
such… heavy academic schedules that they have little time or 
thought for football. They can practice only about forty-five 
minutes daily. Our opponents… appear stronger than ever with 
several of them listed as the nation’s leaders. However… we are 
happy… that we can carry on and help keep the great American 
game of football in operation. I don’t wish to be pessimistic, 
Woody, but… in my opinion Notre Dame will… lose more games 
during the forthcoming campaign than ever before in a single 
season.” The letter is signed: F. Leahy. Leahy’s pessimism 
about the forthcoming season was overstated. In 1943, the 
Fighting Irish, led by quarterback and Heisman Trophy 
winner Angelo Bertelli, won 10 games and lost 1. Ironically, 
their only loss was to Great Lakes Naval Training Center, 
19-14. Despite the loss, Notre Dame won the unofficial 
National Championship.

Harry Stuhldreher… 
 To continue the Notre Dame theme, the collection has 
three letters from Harry Stuhldreher, one of the legendary 
Four Horsemen of Notre Dame. Stuhldreher was named 
Notre Dame’s quarterback in 1922. In 1924 he led the 
Fighting Irish to a perfect undefeated season, winning 10 
games. They finished their season at the 1925 Rose Bowl 
with a 27-10 victory over Stanford. Notre Dame also won 
the national championship. A year after he graduated, 
Stuhldreher played professional football for the Brooklyn 
Lions in the young National Football League. In addition 
to playing professional football in 1925, Stuhldreher was 
hired to be the head football coach at Villanova College. He 
coached at Villanova for eleven seasons. From 1936 until 
1948, he was the head coach at the University of Wisconsin. 
Harry Augustus Stuhldreher was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame as a player in 1958.
 There are two letters in the collection about Wolf’s 
attempt to get a broadcasting job at Villanova, presumably 
as the announcer for the Wildcats’ football team. In the first 
letter from Stuhldreher, dated February 6, 1936, he stated 
that the “broadcasting people” were “tied up with their winter 
and spring business… I feel sure that I will be able to get you an 
audition … and put you in with the right people. When the time 
comes I will let you know…” In a related letter, dated February 
27, Stuhldreher touched upon the subject again, no doubt 
in response to a letter from Wolf: “To date I have not been 
able to get any more information from the broadcasting people. 
They are a little slow about these matters this time of year… 
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When anything develops in the set-up… I will let you know.” 
Both items of correspondence are on Villanova College 
letterhead, and each is signed: Harry Stuhldreher. Note: 
There is no documentation in the collection to suggest that 
Wolf got an audition for the broadcast position at Villanova.
 When Stuhldreher was hired to be the coach at 
Wisconsin, Wolf offered his congratulations. Stuhldreher 
responded in a cordial letter dated April 29, 1936: “Many 
thanks for your letter of congratulations. I hope that I will be 
able to do as well at Wisconsin as you predict. Let me hear from 
you occasionally as news from home will always be welcome. 
Hoping to see you in the near future, and with best regards…” 
This correspondence, on plain stationery, is signed: Harry 
Stuhldreher. Note: The signature on this letter is noticeably 
different than those that appear on the two previous letters 
from Stuhldreher.

E. E. “Rip” Miller…  one of the Seven Mules…
 There are several letters in the collection from E. E. 
“Rip” Miller. A tackle at Notre Dame from 1922-24, Miller 
was a member of the offensive line known as the Seven Mules 
that blocked for the legendary Four Horsemen backfield on 
Knute Rockne’s undefeated national championship team of 
1924. When Miller graduated in 1925, he received an award 
as the school’s top student athlete. 
 Later that year, he was hired as an assistant football coach 
to William A. “Navy Bill” Ingram at Indiana University. In 
1926, Ingram was hired as the head coach at the U.S. Naval 
Academy, and he brought Miller along to be an assistant 
coach. That same year Navy won 10 games and lost none. 
Unfortunately, they tied traditional rival Army 21-21 in the 
last game of the season played at Soldier Field in Chicago. 
Some surveys recognized Navy as the National Champions. 
When Ingram left in 1931 to coach at the University of 
California, Miller became the head coach. During his three 
years as head coach, he won 12 games, lost 15 and tied 2. In 
his final year as head coach, he led the Midshipmen to their 
first victory against Notre Dame, defeating the Irish 7-0 in a 
game played in Baltimore on November 4, 1933. According 
to his obituary that was in the October 2, 1991 issue of the 
Washington Post, Miller was “instrumental” in getting Navy 
and Notre Dame to play each other on an annual basis. The 
Midshipmen of the Naval Academy and the Fighting Irish 
of Notre Dame have played each other every year since 
their first meeting on October 15, 1927. The annual game 
between Navy and Notre Dame is the longest uninterrupted 
inter-sectional rivalry in college football. This year (2015) 
will mark the 89th time the two teams meet.
 From 1934 until 1947, Miller served as Navy’s line 
coach. In 1948 he became the assistant athletic director at 
the Academy, a position he held until 1974. Edgar E. “Rip” 
Miller was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame 
in 1966. Five of his Notre Dame teammates, fellow “Mule” 

Adam Walsh and the famous “Four Horsemen,” are also 
members of the Hall of Fame. When Miller passed away in 
1991, he was the last living member of the Four Horsemen 
and Seven Mules.
 There are two notable letters from Miller that show the 
cordial friendship he had with Sol Wolf, including one dated 
November 5, 1937. In this letter, Miller comments about 
Wolf’s recent broadcast of the Penn-Navy game at Franklin 
Field in Philadelphia: “I talked to Dave Sloan yesterday… the 
people with whom he talked with reference to your broadcast 
though you covered the game very well technically…” Another 
comment was tinged with some sarcasm: “I talked to some 
of the boys… and they asked… if you happened to be on the 
Penn coaching staff, or if you… might be one of the reserve Penn 
cheerleaders.” He concluded the letter on a cordial note 
about a future event: “I shall be looking forward to seeing you 
and Mrs. Wolf in Berwick at the time of Mr. Eyerly’s banquet. 
With every good wish…” This correspondence is on “Navy 
Athletic Association” letterhead and is signed: Rip. Under 
the signature is: E. E. “Rip” Miller, Assistant Football Coach.
 A letter dated September 16, 1939 is another example 
of the friendship between Miller and Wolf. In the letter 
Miller expressed his regret about the change in Wolf’s 
broadcast schedule: “I was very sorry to hear that you will 
not cover any of our football games this fall.” He continued, 
adding some humor to the situation: “How in hell do you 
expect us to beat Penn under these conditions? At least our 
Midshipman Regiment and the Penn student body will be friendly 
with you from now on.” He concluded the letter with several 
warm comments: “Please give my kindest regards to the best 
part of your family (there is no doubt about this) and tell her 
that I shall miss her smiling Irish countenance this fall… Please 
give my best to our many mutual friends in your city and area. 
Looking forward to seeing you personally at some time soon…” 
This correspondence is on “Navy Athletic Association” 
letterhead and is signed: Rip. Under the signature is: “E. E. 
‘Rip’ Miller,” Assistant Football Coach.

Clark Shaughnessy… 
 To prepare for his broadcasts, Sol Wolf often contacted 
a coach and made arrangements to arrive a day or two before 
a game to attend a practice and to scout the team. A brief 
letter from Clark Shaughnessy dated September 21, 1943, 
seems to indicate that Wolf had made such arrangements. 
At the time Shaughnessy was the head football coach at the 
University of Pittsburgh. Pitt’s opponent for the September 
25 game was Notre Dame. In his letter, Shaughnessy wrote: 
“I understand that Miss Elaine Kahn, Sports Editor of the Pitt 
News, has sent along one of our rosters. However, here’s another 
one for good measure. Sure, come on over on Frida… I’ll be 
glad to see you.” This correspondence is on University of 
Pittsburgh letterhead and is signed: Clark S. 
 Clark Shaughnessy was an all-around athlete at the 
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University of Minnesota. He played football and basketball, 
and ran track. He was also a rower for the St. Paul Boat 
Club. In 1911, his first year of varsity football, he played 
end. In 1912 he was a tackle, and in his senior year he 
played fullback. In 1912 he was named as an alternate on 
Walter Camp’s All-American team. When Shaughnessy 
was a senior he was first team All-Big Ten Conference. After 
he graduated, he became an assistant coach at Minnesota. 
From 1914 to 1945, Shaughnessy served as the head coach 
at several major universities, including Tulane, Loyola 
University in New Orleans, the University of Chicago, 
Stanford, Maryland and Pittsburgh.
 In 1933, Shaughnessy was hired by the University of 
Chicago where he succeeded legendary head coach, Amos 
Alonzo Stagg. One of the players he inherited from Stagg 
was halfback Jay Berwanger, a consensus All-American and 
winner of the 1935 Downtown Athletic Club Trophy. The 
trophy was renamed the Heisman Trophy in 1936 upon the 
death of John Heisman, the club’s athletic director and a 
1954 inductee of the College Football Hall of Fame. Heisman 
played his college football at Brown (1887-1889) and Penn 
(1890-1891). In 1892, he graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School. He began his coaching career at 
Oberlin College in 1892. Thereafter he coached at several 
schools, including Auburn, Clemson, Georgia Tech, Penn 
and Rice.
 Jay Berwanger was an outstanding athlete. In his senior 
year at Chicago he set a school record in the decathlon. 
Later, in the same year, he was selected as the number one 
pick in the National Football League’s first official draft. 
To preserve his amateur status, Berwanger passed on an 
opportunity to play in the NFL. Instead, he chose to compete 
in the Olympic trials. However, he failed to make the cut. 
Later, when the Chicago Bears refused to meet his salary 
demands, he went to work in the private sector. John Jacob 
Berwanger was inducted into the College Football Hall of 
Fame in 1954. Note: In the October 13, 1934 game between 
Chicago and Michigan, Gerald Ford, the future president, 
tried to tackle Berwanger and ended up with a three inch 
cut below his left eye. More about Ford later in this article.
 During Shaughnessy’s first three years at Chicago each 
of his teams played .500 ball. From 1936 to 1939, however, 
the Maroons had losing records. Five of the team’s six losses 
in 1939 were shutouts, including an 85-0 trouncing by 
Michigan. Chicago also lost to Ohio State and Harvard by 
the same score of 61-0. After the season was completed, the 
football program at the University of Chicago was disbanded 
due mostly to the university president’s dislike of football.
 In January 1940, Shaughnessy was hired by Stanford 
University. At Stanford, he introduced his version of the 
T formation which emphasized motion and deception, as 
opposed to the use of power and brute force by the obsolete 
T formation used in the 19th century. Used in the opening 

game of the 1940 season, the Indians defeated the University 
of San Francisco, 27-0. The rest of the season was history 
as Stanford ended the season with a perfect record of 9 
wins and no losses. In the1941 Rose Bowl the Indians beat 
nationally ranked Nebraska, 21-13.
 Prior to the NFL championship game of 1940 between 
the Chicago Bears and Washington Redskins, Shaughnessy 
provided his expertise on the new T formation to George 
Halas, the owner of the Chicago Bears. Halas was an old 
friend from Shaughnessy’s coaching days at the University 
of Chicago. Using the T formation, the Bears crushed the 
Redskins 73-0, still the most devastating defeat in NFL 
history. 
 Shaughnessy is remembered as an innovator, mostly on 
offense, but he also experimented on the defensive side of 
the ball. He emphasized the use of the forward pass and is 
often referred to as the ‘father of the T formation.’ Clark 
Shaughnessy was inducted into the College Football Hall of 
Fame in 1968.
 Clark Shaughnessy’s legacy continued but in a different 
venue. His grandson, Bill Kreutzmann, played drums for 
the legendary rock band, the Grateful Dead. Kreutzmann 
was also a founding member of the band. During the post-
Grateful Dead era, he has continued to play professionally 
with different bands.

Harry Kipke…
 In a letter dated November 5, 1937, the head coach 
of Michigan, Harry Kipke, wrote to Wolf about his team’s 
schedule prior to the Penn-Michigan game scheduled 
for November 13: “We will arrive in Philadelphia… Friday 
morning, November 12 and will go immediately to Green Hill 
Farms. We will probably practice at Franklin Field at 3:00 
o’clock that afternoon.” This correspondence is on University 
of Michigan letterhead and is signed: Harry G. Kipke.
 Harry Kipke was an outstanding athlete and he played 
football, basketball and baseball at the University of 
Michigan (1921-1923). He won nine varsity letters, and 
was named an All-American punter in 1922. Kipke was 
the captain of the 1923 undefeated Michigan football team 
that won the national championship. From 1929 through 
1937 he was the head football coach at Michigan. While 
at Michigan, he won four Big Ten titles, and two national 
championships. One of his star players was center Gerald 
R. Ford, the team’s most valuable player of 1934, and future 
president of the United States. Kipke also recruited future 
Michigan star and 1940 Heisman Trophy winner Tom 
Harmon. Harry W. Kipke was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 1958.

Pop Warner tries to recruit a Williamsport High School 
football player… 
 Like the Knute Rockne letter, the discovery of letters 
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from “Pop” Warner created similar excitement. Warner’s 
fame is close to being on the same level as Rockne’s. Glenn 
Scobey Warner played college football at Cornell University 
from 1892-1894, and was the captain of the team. His 
teammates called him “Pop” because he was older than the 
other players. He also participated in boxing and in 1893 he 
won Cornell’s heavyweight boxing title. Warner graduated 
from Cornell in 1894 with a law degree. After a brief career 
in law, he was hired as the head coach at the University of 
Georgia. He coached at Georgia for two years. For the next 
42 years he coached at several schools, including the Carlisle 
Indian Industrial School, Iowa State, Cornell, Pitt, Stanford 
and Temple. At the Carlisle Indian School, he coached Jim 
Thorpe, one of the greatest athletes of the 20th century. 
Thorpe was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame 
in 1951 and the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963. When 
Warner was at Stanford, he coached the great Ernie Nevers. 
An All-American fullback at Stanford, Nevers was named a 
co-MVP of the 1925 Rose Bowl, although the Indians were 
defeated by Knute Rockne’s Fighting Irish that featured the 
famous Four Horsemen backfield, 27-0.
 During his coaching career, Warner won 319 games, 
lost 106 and tied 2. He won three national titles at Pitt 
(1915, 1916, 1918) and one at Stanford in 1926. While at 
Stanford, his teams played in the Rose Bowl three times. 
Glenn Scobey “Pop” Warner was inducted into the College 
Football Hall of Fame in 1951 and the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in 1963. 

 There are four letters in the 
collection from Wolf’s old friend, Pop 
Warner. Each letter is headed: “Council 
On Athletics / Temple University / 
Philadelphia.” The letters are hand-
written in pencil and each is signed 
“Pop.” The content of each letter 
concerns a recruit named Harold 
“Curley” Stebbins, a speedy halfback on 
the Williamsport High School Football 
team.

 In the first letter, which is undated, Warner inquired 
about Stebbins and asked Wolf for details: “We hear that there 
is a fine backfield boy up your way in the name of Stebbins… I 
would appreciate it if you would write me about this boy and 
tell me whether or not you think there is any use of our trying to 
interest him in Temple. We would sure like to have him but we 
don’t care to go to war over him if he has already made up his 
mind to go to some other place.”
 In a second undated letter, Warner acknowledged Wolf’s 
letter about Stebbins, and discussed a trip to Williamsport: 
“Thank you for your letter regarding Stebbins. Fred Swan and 
I will be passing through Williamsport Sunday the 12th on our 
way to Buffalo and we will [illegible] if you are to be at home on 
[illegible] day. We would like to see Stebbins and his father and 

his uncle also if possible…”
 A May 6, 1935 letter from Warner provided an update 
about the trip to Williamsport: “Swan and I will probably 
arrive at your place sometime around three P.M. or later next 
Sunday. Thank you very much for inviting us to dinner… We 
will probably stop before we get there and have a bite to eat so 
do not plan on any dinner for us.” He continued: “Thank you 
so much for work on Stebbins in Temple’s behalf. If Jock does 
not make his inducements too strong I think we can interest the 
boy and his relations in considering Temple. See you Sunday 
afternoon.”
 The fourth letter from coach Warner, dated May 7, 
indicates that he had received a letter from the father of the 
recruit. Apparently, there was an issue about the meeting 
arrangements: “This morning I received a letter from Stebbins’ 
father in which he stated that although he has the highest regard 
for you, he felt that it would antagonize coach Rock too much 
if we met the boy at your hous… he suggested that it would 
be better if we met the boy at his own home without you being 
present.” Coach Rock replaced Wolf as the head coach at 
Williamsport High School after Wolf’s final season in 1930. 
Warner agreed with the father’s concern and told Wolf as 
such in a firm but fair way: “I believe he is right and that you 
can be of some help by your great influence and by not appearing 
prominently in the matter. We will call on your home but I am 
writing Mr. Stebbins that we will visit his home and submit our 
Temple proposition. I hope you will see that this is the best way 
and I certainly appreciate what you have already done and any 
influence you may have in the future.”
 When Warner mentioned an individual named “Jock” 
in his May 6 letter, he was referring to “Jock” Sutherland, 
the head football coach at the University of Pittsburgh. 
Stebbins was recruited by many of the big name schools, 
including Duke, Notre Dame, Villanova and Penn State. His 
first choice, however, had always been Pitt. His preference 
certainly made Sutherland’s recruiting effort much easier, 
and Stebbins did, in fact, decide to play his college football 
at Pitt. 
 Stebbins played three 

years as a halfback 
under Sutherland. 
He was part of Pitt’s 
Dream Backfield that 

included quarterback John Chickerneo, fullback Marshall 
Goldberg and the other halfback, Dick Cassiano. From 
1936 to 1938 the Panthers won 25 games, lost 3 and tied 
2. Pitt defeated the University of Washington 21-0 in the 
1937 Rose Bowl. In 1936 and 1937 Pitt was recognized as 
national champs by several sources.

“Jock” Sutherland… 
 Sutherland played college football at Pitt under “Pop” 
Warner. He was an All-American and played on two 

Harold Stebbins
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national championship teams (1915 and 1916). While at 
Pitt, he also lettered in wrestling and was the captain of the 
track and field team. 
 In 1919 Sutherland was named the head coach at 
Lafayette College, and remained there until 1923. In 1924 
he was hired as the head coach at his alma mater, the 
University of Pittsburgh. Ironically, he replaced his former 
coach, “Pop” Warner. Sutherland stayed at Pitt until 1938. 
Four of his teams played in the Rose Bowl (1928, 1930, 
1933 and 1937), and several of his teams were recognized as 
national champs. John Bain “Jock” Sutherland was inducted 
in the College Football Hall of Fame in 1951 as a coach.

Did Sol Wolf meet a future president… ?
 One of the more interesting items discovered in the 
collection was an information pamphlet about the 1938 Yale 
University football team. The contents included a schedule, 

a photo of the team captain 
and a roster of the players. 
On the back of the last 
page was a list of the “Yale 
Coaches,” both varsity and 
J.V.  The information was 
typed and not part of the 
original text. The page 

otherwise was blank. One of the names listed 
under J.V. was “Gerald Ford.” Listed as the 
backfield coach is “A. Earle Neale,” better 
known as “Greasy” Neale, a future inductee 
into the College and Pro Football Halls of 
Fame.

 As noted earlier in the article, Wolf, in preparation 
for his broadcasts, would often contact a coach and make 
arrangements to arrive a day or two before a game to attend 
a practice and to scout the teams. On October 8, 1938, Yale 
was scheduled to play Penn at Franklin Field. Fortunately, 
Wolf saved many of the game-day programs from his 
broadcast assignments. On page 24 of the program from the 
game played on October 8, are half page photos of the Yale 
coaching staff and the Penn varsity coaching staff. The first 
person standing in the back row of the photo of the Yale 
coaching staff is Gerald Ford, the future president, listed in 
the caption as “Ford.” “Greasy” Neale is seated first on the 
left in the front row.  
 Everything being equal, I suspect that Wolf went to Yale’s 
practice and likely met the coaching staff, including Gerald 
Ford. And he probably typed the names on the information 
pamphlet for reference after he met the coaches. Seven 
coaches are in the photo, but only six are listed on the back 
of the pamphlet.

GAME DAY PROGRAMS
 One of the best parts of the collection are the game-day 

programs from when Wolf did his broadcasts of the Penn 
football games in 1937 and 1938. There are also programs 
in the collection from when he did the broadcasts of 
several non-Penn games. The rosters in the programs are an 
excellent resource in identifying the players Wolf likely saw 
when he did his broadcasts.

Jerome “Brud” Holland… 
    One such player was Jerome “Brud” 

Holland, the first African American to play 
football for Cornell University. Holland 
played end for Cornell from 1937 to 1939. 
The rivalry between Penn and Cornell 
dates to 1893. They have played every year 
since, except 1918. Their game in 1937, 
played on November 25 (Thanksgiving 
Day), included what might have been a 
defining moment in Wolf’s broadcast career. 
Apparently Wolf made some candid and 

very positive remarks relative to Holland being the first 
African-American to play football for Cornell. A letter 
from a listener in Brooklyn, dated December 20, 1937, 
seemed to confirm that Wolf spoke passionately about the 
situation: “My dear Mr. Wolfe [sic], I listened to your broadcast 
of the Penn-Cornell game up in Norristown. Am just getting 
around… to thank you for the kindly way you spoke of Brud 
Holland throughout the game. I wonder if sometimes if you men 
who reach such a large ‘Public,’ realize how great an influence 
your comments are for racial understanding, sympathy and good-
will. One of the greatest hopes of solving our ‘problem’ rests with 
men like you, who have courage, fairness and justice as a part of 
your philosophy in life. Season’s greetings to you.”
 Holland was a two-time All-American and graduated 
with honors from Cornell in 1939. He later earned a master’s 
degree from Cornell in 1941 and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1950. From 1953 to 1960 Holland was 
the president of Delaware State College. He then became 
the president of Hampton Institute until 1970. In 1970 he 
was appointed ambassador to Sweden by President Nixon. 
Two years later, Holland became the first African-American 
to serve on the board of the New York Stock Exchange. He 
was inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame as a 
player in 1965.

Elmer Gedeon…  killed in WW II… 
  In 1938, the Penn Quakers 

traveled to Ann Arbor, Michigan to play 
the University of Michigan Wolverines. 
Sol Wolf made the trip to do the play-by-
play of the November 5 game. Notable 
players listed on the Michigan roster in 
the “Official Program” included Elmer 
Gedeon, one of the ends, Tom Ford, a 
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second string center and brother of future president Gerald 
Ford, and an 18 year old named Tom Harmon. Note: 
Harmon won the Heisman Trophy in 1940.
 Gedeon was a three sport athlete at Michigan. He played 
football, baseball and ran track. He was a two-time Big Ten 
Conference champion in the high hurdles. Gedeon tied a 
world record in the high hurdles at the 1938 Illinois Relays. 
The same year he was named an All-American in track and 
field. He lettered twice in baseball and won three letters 
in football. After Gedeon graduated in 1939, he signed a 
contract to play baseball for the Washington Senators. He 
played in the minors for most of the year, and in September 
he was called up by the Senators and appeared in five games. 
In 1940, he spent most of the season in the minor leagues. 
In September he was called up again by the Senators but 
failed to appear in any games.
 Gedeon was drafted by the Army in 1941. He trained 
as a pilot and was commissioned second lieutenant in the 
Army Air Corps. After being trained to fly B-26 bombers, 
his group became part of the Ninth Air Force. In March of 
1944, his group began to fly combat missions in Europe. In 
April, while on a bombing mission, Gedeon’s plane was hit 
by enemy ground fire. The plane crashed, killing Gedeon 
and five of his crew. His body had been laid to rest in a 
cemetery in France but was later returned to the United 
States for burial in Arlington National Cemetery. In 1983 
Elmer Gedeon was inducted into the University of Michigan 
Athletic Hall of Honor for track and baseball. There were 
just two major league baseball players killed in World War 
II. One was Elmer John Gedeon and the other was Harry 
O’Neill, a catcher for the Philadelphia Athletics. O’Neill 
was killed at the Battle of Iwo Jima.

Marty Glickman… 
 On November 20, 1937, Wolf did 
the play-by-play of a game between 
Syracuse and Colgate. Notable players 
on the Syracuse team included Marty 
Glickman and Hugh “Duffy” Daugherty. 
Glickman was a star halfback for the 
football team. A world-class sprinter, he 
was also a member of the varsity track 
team. 

Anti-Semitism at the 1936 Olympics… 
 In 1936, at the age of 18, Glickman qualified for the U.S. 
Olympic team as a member of the 400 meter relay team. The 
host city for the Summer Olympics was Berlin, Germany. 
The day before the event, however, Glickman and Sam 
Stoller (both were Jewish) were removed from the relay 
event and replaced by Ralph Metcalf and Jesse Owens. The 
other two runners, Foy Draper and Frank Wykoff, remained 
as the other half of the relay team. The obvious removal of 

these two was due to the extreme hostility and prejudice 
towards Jewish people by Adolf Hitler and his regime. In 
the final race, the American team took first and established 
a world record. Italy placed second and Germany came in 
third.
 A few years after he graduated from Syracuse, Glickman 
began a lengthy career in sports broadcasting. For many 
years he was the voice of the New York Knicks and the 
New York Giants. He also mentored several well-known 
broadcasters, the most famous being Marv Albert. In 1998, 
Marty Glickman and the late Sam Stoller were awarded 
plaques by the U.S. Olympic Committee in lieu of the 
medals they should have received at the 1936 Olympics in 
Berlin. 

“Duffy” Daugherty…
 Another Syracuse player who Wolf probably saw during 
his broadcast of the 1937 Syracuse-Colgate game was Hugh 
“Duffy” Daugherty. An offensive guard, Daugherty played 
football at Syracuse from 1937 to 1939. In his senior year, 
Daugherty was a co-captain of the team. Daugherty is 
best remembered as the head football coach at Michigan 
State, from 1954 to 1972. His teams won two Big Ten 
championships and two national championships in identical 
years (1965 & 1966). Hugh “Duffy” Dougherty was inducted 
into the College Football Hall of Fame in 1984.

Tom Vargo…  football coach of the Williamsport 
Millionaires… 
      Sol Wolf likely saw Tom Vargo play on three occasions. 
Once, in 1938 when he did the play-by-play of the Penn-

Penn State game at Franklin Field, and 
again in 1939 and 1940 when he did the 
broadcast of the Pitt games when they 
played Penn State. 

  Tom Vargo played end for Penn 
State from 1937 to 1940. In his senior year, 
he was named to several all-star teams, 
including the All East Football Team. 
Vargo also was an honorable mention 
All-American. Like Sol Wolf he coached 
football at Williamsport High School. 

In 1948 Vargo was an assistant coach, and from 1949 to 
1961 he was the head coach. In 1952 he was named the 
Williamsport Junior Chamber of Commerce Outstanding 
Man of the Year. Over the years Vargo was inducted into 
several sports halls of fame. He was inducted into the West 
Branch Valley Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame in 1975.

Local athletes… 
 The rosters in various programs also listed several local 
athletes, and Sol Wolf was probably familiar with some of 



24   The Journal of the LCHS  |  Lycoming County Sport Retrospectives   

these athletes and may have seen them play as well. A Penn 
State roster from 1943 included Reid I. McCloskey, a guard 
from South Williamsport and Paul F. Schweitzer, a tackle 
from Williamsport. Stanley C. Skuta, from Bessemer, PA, 
is listed as a wingback. The late Mr. Skuta was an educator 
in the Williamsport Area School District for many years. 
Steven J. Suhey, from Cazenovia, NY, is listed as a guard. 
Suhey was an All-American, and he was selected as the 
MVP of the 1948 Cotton Bowl. Three of his sons, Larry, 
Paul and Matt, played football at Penn State. Grandsons 
Kevin and Joe Suhey also played for the Nittany Lions. 
Steve Suhey was inducted into the College Football Hall of 
Fame in 1985. The Suheys are often referred to as “the first 
family of Nittany Lion football.”
 A 1943 Pitt roster included Donald Fisher, a center 
from Williamsport, and a 1938 roster for the University 
of Pennsylvania listed John D. Wagner from Williamsport 
as a guard. Sal Rosato from Williamsport is listed as a 
fullback on the 1941 roster of Villanova College. Rosato 
played three years (1945-1947) in the NFL with the 
Washington Redskins. One of his teammates was Hall of 
Fame quarterback, “Slingin” Sammy Baugh. The Lehigh 
University roster from a 1937 program included Samuel 
Shireman, a back from South Williamsport.

South Williamsport High School Football team roster 
from 1943…
 One of the items in the collection of local interest is a 
two-page hand-written roster of the 1943 South Williamsport 
football team. The roster, on “South Williamsport High 
School Athletic Association” letterhead, lists the names, 
positions, heights and weights of twenty-two players. 
Several are identified as returning lettermen. Notable names 
on the roster include Rodney Morgans, George Johns, and 
John Savoy. Morgans was the head football coach at South 
Williamsport for fourteen years (1955-1968). In 1961, he led 
the Mounties to an undefeated season and the West Branch 
Conference Championship. From 1969 to 1972, George 
Johns served as the head football coach of the Mounties. 
His 1969 team won the West Branch Championship. Both 
Morgans and Johns are inductees in the West Branch Valley 
Chapter of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame. John 
Savoy was a well-known businessman in the area. Other 
familiar South Side names on the list include James Gore, 
Carl Pfirman, Robert Goodrich and Eugene Jacopetti. 

Letters from contacts in the NFL…
 There are several letters in the collection from NFL 
teams, all from 1941 when Wolf did the play-by-play for 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. All are on official team letterhead, 
and most are in team colors. Each letter was in response to 
Wolf’s request for rosters and programs. A few mention pre-
game practice sites so Wolf could scout the teams. 

 There are two letters from John V. Mara, the son of 
Giants founder and owner, Tim Mara. The first letter dated 
September 25, mentions that their publicity office had 
been notified to send Wolf a team roster. Mara also told 
Wolf when the Giants would arrive in Pittsburgh for the 
October 5 game against the Steelers. The letter is signed: 
JV Mara. The second letter, dated September 29, concerned 
the October 19 game against the Steelers in New York. 
The letter, addressed to “Mr. Woody Wolf” who was staying 
at the Hotel New York, informed Wolf that “The squad 
practices at the Polo Grounds, 155th Street & Eighth Avenue 
every morning, beginning at about nine-thirty.” The letter is 
signed: John V Mara. Note: The Giants are still owned by 
the Mara family.

A letter from the “Brooklyn Dodgers Football Club, dated 
October 30, provided Wolf with particulars about the 
November 16 game against the Steelers in Pittsburgh: 
“I received your letter of the 27th and was glad to know that 
you will broadcast the ‘Steelers’ games both in Pittsburgh and 
Brooklyn. I will turn your letter over to our publicity man and 
he will send you a roster… He will also suggest a spotter for 
you. We will probably practice at the Tech Bowl the Saturday 
afternoon before the game. You might look over the squad then.” 
The letter is signed by Wolf’s old friend and coach of the 
Dodgers: “Jock” Sutherland. Note: There are also letters 
from the Washington Redskins and Green Bay Packers, 
each with similar content as the previous ones. 

Pre-game commentary… 
 The collection also has a fine group of Sol Wolf’s pre-
game scripts from college and professional games. All are 
hand-written and are fine examples of color commentary 
from the era. The scripts were usually three pages and each 
began: “Good afternoon Football Fans.” Then he would 
discuss details about each team, and closed with variations 
of: “Let’s take a look at the lineups.”

BROADCASTER FOR  
MINOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

From 1937 to 1942, Sol Wolf did the broadcast for the 
Williamsport Grays, an affiliate of the Philadelphia 
Athletics. In his first year, the Grays were in the Class A 
New York-Pennsylvania League. For the remaining six years 
that he did the broadcasts, the Grays were in the Class A 
Eastern League. In 1937, the Atlantic Refining Company, 
the sponsor of minor league baseball in Williamsport, hired 
Sol Wolf to be their play-by-play announcer. To arrange the 
baseball broadcasts, Atlantic used the advertising firm N. 
W. Ayer & Son, Inc., the same firm they used to arrange 
their football broadcasts. Wolf’s contact at the firm was the 
irrepressible Les Quailey. The Quailey letters in the Sol 
Wolf collection that relate to minor league baseball are from 
1937 to 1943.
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Salary is set…
  In a letter dated April 5, 1939, Quailey explained 
Wolf’s salary: “We discussed salaries and reached the conclusion 
that $60.00 per week is more than a fair amount considering the 
budget limitations for an Eastern League city.” He continued: 
“it is done in order that others in the Eastern League set-up will 
not know what stipend you will obtain weekly. It is many dollars 
out of line with what others are getting and I trust you’ll keep it 
strictly entre nous…”

Do not criticize the umpires… 
 There is an interesting letter from Quailey dated May 
7, 1940. The letter reads, in part: “A very disturbing letter 
has reached my desk from the Eastern League headquarters. 
It is to the effect that some of our baseball announcers… are 
criticizing the umpires… Please forget to second guess the 
umpires, and just broadcast the ball game…  All we want from 
the announcers is an accurate description of the ball game… I 
might add that arranging for these broadcasts… takes a lot of 
time and energy, and once the ball games are under way, they 
are in the announcer’s hands. It is impossible to check every man 
from day to day. Consequently, we are depending on these men 
to deport themselves in a manner that will reflect ability and 
intelligence.” 

A reminder and some suggestions… 
 Quailey, in a letter dated June 9 1941, reminded Wolf, 
“that we wish you would continue plugging attendance at the 
daily baseball games, this is by asking the people to come out and 
see the teams in action. Be sure to feature Special Days with at 
least one announcement at each game building up to the day in 
question. Naturally these Special Days must be given you by the 
local club management…”

Orders from the Office of Censorship… 
 A detailed letter from Quailey dated April 2, 1942, 
discussed the war’s effect on broadcasts: “Attached are two 
Bulletins from the office of Censorship. Perhaps you have 
already read one, or both, but in order to make certain that 
all the men broadcasting baseball for Atlantic are properly 
informe… we deemed it necessary to reach you personally with 
the information.” He continued with a recent example: 
“You will note that the information pertains to all announcers 
and some “don’ts” are pointed directly to sports announcers. 
These deal with reference to the weather and interviews with 
athletes who are now in uniform. That the Censorship Office 
means business: on March 29th a snow fall of 18 inches struck 
Washington D.C. It was the heaviest snow fall in the District’s 
history and the radio stations asked permission to broadcast a 
plea for snow shovelers [sic] to clear the streets. This request 
was refused on the basis that it might provide the enemy with 
information on weather conditions in Washington.” He closed 

with: “I urge that you study the attached information and be 
sure to know what you can say and cannot sa… on the air…”

Coverage of the Grays discontinued for the  
1943 season… 
 In a letter dated March 1, 1943, Quailey informed Wolf 
about coverage of the Eastern League in 1943. He was not 
optimistic about the situation: “I was surprised to learn that 
the Grays were obliged to ‘give up the ghost.’ It appears that 
the Eastern League will operate as a six-team league. From 
here, I can’t see how the League can keep going with the scarcity 
of player material… It now appears that we will be limited 
considerably in our baseball coverage… I am uncertain… what 
cities will be included. You may rest assured… that if there is any 
spot available, I will get in touch with you. The way things are 
shaping up, it appears that we will all be looking for jobs before 
that year is over.” 

Services no longer needed… 
 Quailey had more bad news in his April 1, 1943 letter: 
“Our baseball picture looks none too good as far as the Minor 
League setups are concerned… We thought that Scranton and 
Wilkes Barre [sic] would be included but it now appears that the 
Scranton Station cannot clear enough time to make it worthwhile, 
which leaves us Wilkes Barre only. Should Wilkes Barre be the 
only club in the Eastern League that will broadcast for us, I am 
afraid that there will be no setup in which we can include your 
services. I hope, however, that something will work out but I fear 
that it will not…”

At Dickinson Seminary… 
 In a June 2, 1943, letter, Wally Orr, from the Ayer & 
Son advertising company, responded to Wolf about the 
lost baseball season: “It was good to hear from you again and 
I was delighted that you are busy at Dickinson. We, too, miss 
broadcasting in Williamsport and are sorry that circumstances 
were such that we couldn’t use you this year on baseball… In the 
meantime, here’s wishing you plenty of luck in your new work.”
 During World War II Wolf was involved in a physical 
fitness program for soldiers at Dickinson Seminary, the 
forerunner of Lycoming College. There are two additional 
references to his work at the Seminary. The first is an August 
16, 1943, letter from Lloyd Jones, the person in charge of 
Professional Preparation and Research, at the School of 
Physical Education and Athletics at The Pennsylvania 
State College. The letter reads, in part: “I am glad to know 
that your work is going well at Dickinson. If it is possible to get 
those boys in shape I am sure that you are equal to the task. The 
whole Physical Fitness program has got a great boost as a result of 
the military service in colleges, I believe.” A second letter from 
Jones dated August 20 comments about the program again: 
“Thank you for your note of August 19th. We have a great deal 
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of work to do in getting the men in shape for the service. It looks 
like we are in for a long struggle.”

After the war…   retirement… 
 In 1949, after working for the Carl Ott Insurance 
Agency for many years, he started the Sol W. Wolf Insurance 
Agency. He retired after he sold his insurance business in 
1961. Wolf was a member of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Williamsport. He was very active in the Masons, the 
American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He 
was also a life member of the American Football Coaches 
Association and a life member of the Capitol Area Chapter 
of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania.
 Wolf moved to Broomall, Pennsylvania, in 1986 after 
the death of his wife in January 1986. Sol W. Wolf passed 
away at the age of 90 on August 8, 1987, at the Central Park 
Lodge Nursing Home in Broomall. He was buried in the 
Indiantown Gap National Cemetery in Lebanon County.

SOL WOLF’S LEGACY AS A COACH
Sol Wolf was an outstanding coach. He had a tradition of 
winning and an enviable record of success. So, what was Sol 
Wolf like as a coach? Perhaps the words of folks who knew 
him when he coached describe him best. 
 In a letter dated January 10, 1929, Archibald M. 
Hoagland, an attorney from Williamsport, wrote a letter 
of support to Dickinson College about Sol Wolf: “Sol is a 
wonderful coach. Our team had been unsuccessful for… many 
years… and immediately upon his first season the team became a 
winner and has been a winner during the three years that he has 
coached it…  Sol has a wonderful personality, which makes him 
popular with all the students and with the citizens of Williamsport 
generally…”

Described as “fearless” coach…
 Another Williamsport attorney, Carl A. Schug, 
also recommended Wolf in a February 6, 1929, letter to 
Dickinson: “I have known Sol Wolfe [sic] for the past three 
years, during which time he has been the coach of the Williamsport 
High School Team. I know him to be honest, industrious, fearless 
and a foot ball [sic] coach of outstanding ability. Through his 
untiring efforts and skill as a football instructor he has made the 
Williamsport High School team one of the best in the East. The 
parents, teachers and pupils in this city hold him in the highest 
esteem as a man and coach.”  
 One of Wolf’s associates in the insurance business, 
Edward L. Smead, Dickinson Alumnus, recommended Wolf 
to Dickinson in a January 25, 1929 letter: “I understand 
that the College authorities have… received recommendations 
for Mr. Sol Wolf… from such sources as Knute Rockne and 
‘Pop’ Warner and anything that I might say would not add 
or detract from these recommendations… I do wish to be 

placed on record… that I believe… Mr. Wolf is well qualified 
for the position, [and] will furnish Dickinson College with 
an aggressive, fighting football team that will maintain the 
traditions of the College. Mr. Wolf has… developed winning 
football teams with very mediocre material. He is a man who 
has his players’ interests at heart and I have yet to hear one of 
the boys whom he has coached say anything detrimental about  
him…”

A disciplinarian… 
 In a letter dated February 28, 1929, a group of ministers 
from Williamsport sent a letter to the Athletic Committee 
at Dickinson College recommending Sol Wolf for the head 
coaching position at Dickinson College: “We the undersigned 
ministers of Williamsport, having been in touch with the work 
of Mr. Sol W. Wolf… through the boys from our churches as 
well as our attendance at games and the testimony of others, 
hereby record our confidence in Mr. Wolf not only as an efficient 
and competent coach but also as a safe and dynamic moral 
influence for good. He is a disciplinarian whose program inspires 
clean thinking and clean living among the boys. We believe his 
influence among the boys… has been… good and we are pleased 
to recommend him to any institution seeking a top-notch coach 
and leader.”

Wolf teams could beat small college teams… 
 A letter from the same insurance friend offered a unique 
observation in his recommendation letter of January 10, 
1931, when Wolf applied for the head coaching position 
at Dickinson a second time: “I have been… associated with 
Williamsport High School football for… several seasons… and it 
is my opinion that the high school team developed by Coach Wolfe 
[sic] in Williamsport would have been able to defeat the average 
preparatory school or small college team. Boys who have played 
under Wolf in High School are now starring on preparatory 
school and college elevens…”

A “strict” disciplinarian says a former player … 
 V. C. Wise, a long-time Williamsport friend of Wolf, 
who once played football at Dickinson, offered his thoughts 
about Wolf and the coaching position at Dickinson to Mr. 
Carver of Carlisle, Pennsylvania in a letter, dated February 
3, 1931: “it is needless for me to tell you of the success of Sol 
Wolf as a coach, as his record stands out as a record for the 
successful coaching of championship teams… Here at home and 
everywhere our team went, since it was taken over by Wolf, it 
has been followed by huge crowds… He is a strict disciplinarian 
of his team which is shown by Roy Engle, center of last year’s 
University of Pennsylvania’s foot-ball [sic] team and honorably 
mentioned by some as an All-American, who recently made the 
statement… that after being coached by Wolf he considered his 
training at the U. of P. a vacation. Wolf is not only strict with 
his training of the boys but he insists that they keep up in their 



studies. Personally I don’t know of any 
member of his team who has had to be 
withdrawn on account of his studies 
or school work, and the Williamsport 
School District is strict in this matter… 
The boys themselves love him and will 
do anything for him, being a strict 
disciplinarian he will have all members 
of the team in fine physical condition, 
they will know foot-ball and that will 
decrease injuries. I might say… if I were 
again playing foot-ball for Dickinson, I 
don’t know of another coach… I would 
rather work under than Sol Wolf.” 

“One of the smartest coaches”… 
 Wynn Fredericks, a fellow-coach and good friend at 
Lock Haven State Teachers College, mentioned, in a letter 
to Wolf dated February 28, 1940: “Don Griffin and I still agree 
completely that you were one of the smartest coaches and most 
thorough drill masters on fundamentals the game has known…”

SOL WOLF’S LEGACY AS A BROADCASTER
 Whether by design or due to necessity, Sol Wolf had a 
remarkable career as a broadcaster. As a former player and 
coach he provided a unique perspective of the game. The 
1930’s were one of the most exciting and historic decades 

in radio and in college football. When he was the play-
by-play announcer for the University of Pennsylvania and 
the University of Pittsburgh, Wolf corresponded with Hall 
of Fame coaches, many of whom are considered icons. He 
also witnessed the play of many of the best college football 
players of the era. In the early 1940’s, Wolf saw the rise of the 
National Football League when he broadcast the games of 
the Pittsburgh Steelers. Had his career not been interrupted 
by the war, Wolf might have become nationally known in 
the world of sports broadcasting.
 The legacy of Sol Wolf continues at Lycoming College. 
Each year, since 1973, the Sol “Woody” Wolf Award has 
been given to a junior student-athlete who has shown the 
most improvement in the intercollegiate competition in his 
or her first three years at Lycoming College. A recording of 
Wolf’s talk about John W. Long, the president of Lycoming 
College from 1921 to 1955, is available on the Lycoming 
College Archives website. The talk is part of a series done 
by Wolf called “Architects of Success.” 

The Journal of the LCHS  |  Lycoming County Sport Retrospectives   2726   The Journal of the LCHS  |  Lycoming County Sport Retrospectives   

MARC G. POMPEO
Marc G. Pompeo has served on the Board 
of Governors of the Lycoming County 
Historical Society since 2009. He is the 
current Vice President of the Board and serves 
on the Executive, Collections, Education, 

Facilities and Fundraising Committees. Marc graduated 
from Moravian College in 1980 with a B.A. in History. 
He also attended Lycoming College for courses in history 
and education. He has a Pennsylvania Instructional I 
Certification in Secondary Education / Social Studies. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Many thanks are in order to the following people for making 
this article possible: Gary Parks, Director of the Thomas T. 
Taber Museum; Scott Sagar, Curator of Collections of the 
Thomas T. Museum; Jim Campbell, Football Historian; Sean 
McCann, Athletic Director at the Williamsport High School; 
Jobby Topper, Director of Library Services / Stevenson Library, 
Lock Haven University; Bernadette Heiney, Technician / Lock 
Haven University Archives; Mary Savoy, Lycoming College 
Archives; Cathy Armario, Library Aide / Freeport High 
School, Freeport, NY. Special thanks go to Dave Rife, Bob 
Larson, Chuck Luppert, Brad Nason, Ray Houseknecht, 
Larry Coolidge and Karen Hoffnagle. Finally, a very special 
thank you to my wife, Ame, for her help and her patience.    

Roy Engle



28   The Journal of the LCHS  |  Lycoming County Sport Retrospectives   

Buried in the shadow of a grove 
of trees in Wildwood Cemetery 

is George W. Stovey, whom baseball 
historians, Jerry Malloy and Sol 
White termed the “greatest black 
pitcher of the 19th century”. Stovey’s 
final resting place in the shadows of 
those trees is perhaps a metaphor for 
his life. He is a shadowy and unknown 

figure. He is greatly underappreciated and underrated because 
of his having pitched in “black baseball’s dark ages” before 
the advent of the formal organization of the Negro Leagues 
in 1920.
 Our knowledge of this outstanding black baseball 
pioneer is indeed very sketchy, shadowy and mysterious.  He 
was probably born here in Williamsport, sometime in 1866.  
Little is known of his childhood.  His father was white and 
his mother was black.  According to former Lycoming County 
Sheriff, Joe Mertz, who befriended Stovey in the 1890’s and 
perhaps knew him better than any other man, “He was freely 
accepted by white youths whom he made his companions…
from his earliest youth he was recognized as a pitcher with 
marvelous speed, great cunning and boundless energy… he 
was also a champion marble shooter, an incomparable sprinter 
and a harmonica player the like of which you have never 
seen.”
 Stovey played on Williamsport’s sandlots, playing 
amateur ball in the early 1880’s. He may have played with 
Mike Tiernan, one of the 19th century’s greatest players on 
Williamsport’s nine in the old Pennsylvania State Association 
in 1884 or 1885. Unfortunately, no contemporary newspaper 
accounts in Williamsport mention Stovey’s play for these 
teams.  According to Mertz, Stovey pratically begged to play 
for these teams and  was so anxious to play for Williamsport 
teams that he offered to act as groundskeeper in return  for a 
place on the team.
 Sometime in 1885, Stovey played for a team in Elmira, 
NY where he apparently made quite an impression. He also 
joined the Lumber City Blackbirds, a semi-pro team known 
throughout Pennsylvania for its popular captain, Javan 
Emory. In August 1885, The Williamsport Gazette and Bulletin 
commented on Stovey after a contest against the Williamsport 
nine, “Lumber City’s regular pitcher, Stovey, the making of a good 
pitcher. He is hard to hit.”
 There is an apparent conflict as to what happened next.  
Joe Mertz said that Stovey’s Elmira play impressed a scout from 
the Jersey City team of the old Eastern League, which later 
became the International League.  The scout offered Stovey a 
$50 signing bonus and $150 a month.  Mertz said that Stovey’s 
first move upon signing was to return to Williamsport and 
blow his entire bonus with his boyhood baseball pals.
 However, the Trenton True-American of June 21, 1886 

reported that Stovey was pitching for an unidentified white 
team in Canada, when he was signed by the all-black Cuban 
Giants of Trenton, NJ.  After pitching only one game for the 
Giants he jumped to Jersey City in what was described as a 
“Daring Midnight Raid.”
 Pat Powers, Stovey’s manager at Jersey City, described 
what happened in this ‘raid’.  He said that Jersey City was short 
on pitching and was in the thick of a tight pennant race with 
Newark when he thought of a good pitcher playing with the 
Cuban Giants.  That pitcher was Stovey.  Powers telephoned 
a friend in Trenton to meet him and the two went to Stovey’s 
home and roused him from his sleep, and got him to sign a 
Jersey City contract.  Meanwhile, some Trenton people got 
wind of what was going on and summoned police to stop 
Stovey’s departure.  Powers said, “I became desperate.  I worked 
a member of Trenton’s finest and hired a carriage, amid a shower of 
missiles drove Stovey to the train station and left for Jersey City.’’
 Powers continued, ‘I gave Stovey $20 to keep up his courage 
and dressed him in a new suit of clothes…I then put him to bed and 
left for Jersey City…’
 In 31 games for Jersey City that season, Stovey held 
opposing batters to a .167 average, second best in the league.  
In one game he struck out 22 Bridgeport batters but incredibly 
lost the game.
 At the end of the 1886 season, the National League’s 
New York Giants almost signed George Stovey to bolster their 
pitching staff in their stretch pennant fight with Cap Anson’s 
Chicago White Stockings.  But Anson’s opposition to black 
players was well known and his prestige was so great that his 
racist views were sufficient to quash the Giants’ plans.
 Pat Powers had this opinion of Stovey, “Personally, I do 
not care for Stovey. I consider him one of the greatest pitchers in 
the country, but in many respects I think that I have more desirable 
men. He is head-strong and obstinate and consequently hard to 
manage.”
 Stovey left Powers’ tutelage in 1887 to join the Newark 
“Little Giants” in the now renamed International League.  
There, he and Moses “Fleet” Walker became organized 
baseball’s first all-black battery. In early 1887, the New York 
Giants offered to buy both Stovey and Walker, but manager 
Hackett of Newark said the two were not for sale. It was 
probably the last time African-Americans had a chance to 
play in the major leagues until the advent of Jackie Robinson 
in 1947.This was to be Stovey’s finest season. He won an 
International League record 34 games for Newark, a win total 
that is not likely to ever be matched.
 Stovey’s fantastic 1887 season was marred in mid-July 
when he was placed in the unwanted glare of controversy.  
Newark had scheduled an exhibition against Anson’s Great 
White Stockings team.  It promised to be a rare opportunity 
for Stovey to showcase his talents against the very best that 
baseball had to offer.  Tragically, “Jim Crow” in the person of 

George Stovey: A Pitcher in the Shadows
By Lou E. Hunsinger, Jr.
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Cap Anson intervened to keep Stovey and his battery-mate 
Walker from displaying their outstanding talent.
 The Newark evening paper reported that Stovey did not 
play “because of illness.”  A Toronto newspaper, The World, 
was more truthful when it reported, “Hackett (the Newark 
Manager) intended putting Stovey in the box against the Chicagos 
but Anson objected to him playing on account of his color.”
 On the very day that Stovey and Walker were humiliated 
by Anson—July 14, 1887—the directors of the International 
League decreed that “no more contracts with colored men be 
approved.”  It is unknown if the confrontation with Anson 
played a role in this rule.  There were certainly enough of 
Anson’s racist brethren present among International League 
players to put the kind of pressure on the directors to produce 
this rule.
 At the end of 1887, after having the greatest year that 
any International League pitcher would ever have, Stovey’s 
contract with Newark was not renewed.  His friend, Joe Mertz 
remembered, “ this ruling barring colored men broke Stovey’s spirit 
for a time and he came back to Williamsport for a short time…”
 Stovey spent most of the 1888 season playing for Worcester 
of the New England league.  He must have endured a stormy 
time there because a Worcester newspaper reported that 
Stovey was not being treated fairly by other members of the 
league.  He was released by Worcester in August, “not because 
of his color but due to his own bad habits…”
 He finished 1888 and spent the 1889 season with the 
Cuban Giants.
 In 1890 Stovey pitched for a Troy, NY team and in 1891 
he played with the Big Gorhams.  Sol White regards the Big 
Gorhams as the greatest black team of the 1890’s.  They played 
100 games losing only 4 of them in 1891.  Stovey finished his 
professional career with the Cuban Giants in 1893.  After this, 
he receded back into the shadows and returned to his native 
Williamsport.  As late as 1897, the Williamsport city directory 
listed his occupation as ‘ballplayer,’ but it remains unknown 
where he might have played.
 Stovey pitched intermittently for local amateur teams 
until he was in his early fifties. In one game, he pitched a 
shut out for seven innings against the league champs.  The 
pitcher who relieved him gave up several runs but Stovey 
still got the win. One of the teams that he played for was 
one of Williamsport’s most noted early teams, the Demorest 
Bicycle Boys in 1897-1898.  He showed some old flashes of 
the talent that prompted one Binghamton, NY newspaper 
in 1887 to describe him as “the fellow with the sinister fin who 
has such a knack of tossing up balls  that they appear as large as  
an Alderman’s opinion of himself, but you can’t hit with a cellar 
door.”
 He also umpired frequently after his return to 
Williamsport, sandlot, amateur,  and semi-pro games to games 
in the Pennsylvania State and Tri-State leagues.  Williamsport 
newspapers described “Stovey’s fog horn voice sounded natural 
as he called out balls and strikes.”
 His judgement was regarded with respect. According to 
the Williamsport Gazette and Bulletin, “players have learned that 
they cannot work Stovey in decisions. What he says goes.” 

 Stovey umpired Williamsport’s very first night baseball 
game on May 14, 1902. Williamsport’s professional team 
played an exhibition game against nine from Milton.
 He tried to make his way the best way that he could.  He 
worked as a laborer in a sawmill, also possibly as a barber as 
well as other odd jobs.  Stovey ran afoul of the prohibition laws 
in 1926. When he appeared in federal court to answer these 
charges, former Williamsport mayor Archibald Hoagland, who 
was representing some other clients, spoke on Stovey’s behalf 
stating, “ George Stovey has more friends in Williamsport than any 
other colored man.” Hoagland’s remarks must have done some 
good because Stovey was given a suspended sentence and a 
small fine.
 Stovey was a modest man in his later years and apparently 
overcame his petulant and hot-tempered ways.  The late Ted 
Walters, a retired Williamsport policeman, remembers that his 
colleague, Charlie Clay, one of the first African-Americans on 
the Williamsport police department, would bring errant black 
youths who appeared to be heading down the wrong path to see 
Stovey.  Walters remembered that Stovey was one of the most 
respected members of the black community in Williamsport.
 Williamsport’s African-American community was proud 
of Stovey’s youthful athletic accomplishments.  Williamsport 
native,  the late Rich Washington, who as a boy came to 
Stovey for baseball tips, remembered that he never spoke of 
his days in baseball.  He was always trying to organize baseball 
games among the neighborhood kids.  “He left a good impression 
on me and was a real nice guy,” stated Washington.
 The man one newspaper described as “being able to throw 
a ball at a flagstaff and make it curve into a water pail,” died of 
heart failure on March 22, 1936 at the age of 70 at what is now 
the Curtin Middle School, as a refugee from that year’s ruinous 
flood.
 Stovey died destitute and was initially buried in an 
unmarked grave by Williamsport’s poor board for $10.
 Stovey’s long-time friend Sheriff Mertz thought that 
this was too ignominious an end for such a fine athlete and 
in 1937 he purchased a headstone for his friend. The stone’s 
inscription is eloquent in its simplicity.  “George Stovey 1866-
1936 ballplayer.”
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Louis E. Hunsinger, Jr. lives in Williamsport, 
and has written extensively on local history as 
well as local professional baseball history. He 
is a freelance writer for local newspapers and 
news outlets. He has had articles published 

in “The National Pastime,” as well as in the “Biographical 
Encyclopedia of American Sports.” He is a member of the 
Society of American Baseball Research (SABR), and 
is active locally in various organizations, and as a tour 
guide for the Lycoming County Visitors Bureau. He has a 
bachelor’s degree in political science with minors in history 
and journalism.



30   The Journal of the LCHS  |  Lycoming County Sport Retrospectives   

The Career of Dewey Waugh
By Steve and Melissa (Missy) Waugh

“Dewey Waugh” was born Arthur 
Leroy Waugh on October 18, 
1924 in Marsh Hill, Lycoming 
County, PA. He was a son of 
Arthur Dewey & Flossie Haight 
Waugh; his father died when he 
was 14 years old.  As a teenager, 
he went to live in Nesbit, PA as 
a farmhand for a better education 
at South Williamsport Area High 
School.  This is where his baseball 
“career” began. He was only one 

of three graduates of SWAHS to advance to professional 
baseball. The other two were  Christopher Allen and  Adam 
Barr (born  1981). From 1999-2001, Barr played for the 
Cleveland Indians.
 On December 13, 1942 Arthur entered the United 
States Marine Corps.  He continued his passion & dream of 
a baseball player by playing on a U.S. Marines baseball team.  
After three years of service Art was honorably discharged 

from the U.S. 
Marine Corps on 
December 1, 1945.
 In the spring 
of 1946 Dewey 
was put on a 
bus, destination 
Greensboro, NC, 

for the Williamsport Grays training camp.   One of the 
owners of the New York Yankees noticed Dewey and offered 
him a contract; Dewey did not commit at that time which 
led to his selection by the local Detroit Tigers team.
 During exhibition games in Martinsville, Virginia, 
Dewey smacked a triple, with bases loaded, to beat 
Martinsville for their third straight win on April 16, 1946.  
This was the beginning of Dewey Waugh’s organized ball 
career.  This native baseball catcher could hit the ball!
 Dewey was optioned to the Rome, NY club of the 

Can-Am League, the 
Jamestown Falcons and 
then to the Nazareth 
Cement Dusters before 
being recalled to the 
Grays at the end of the 
1946 season.  
 During mid-season 
Dewey was reported to 

be “the brightest star of all at the moment” by local sports 
reporter Ray Keys as reported in the Gazette and Bulletin, 
July 26, 1946. Keys called him  “…The husky ex-Marine 
from across the river…”   
 At the beginning of his first year in pro ball, Dewey hit 
a .435 before breaking his right forefinger.  By the first week 
of August, 1946, Dewey was leading the Class D League in 
batting.  During regular season play, Dewey hit 4 home runs, 
6 triples, 6 doubles and a total of 97 hits this year, hitting 

EDITOR’S 
PREFACE

“I give her a kiss and turn right on Cherry
and there in front of our eyes, barely changed,
is the house where all my memories converge…
‘We could be happy here,’ I say, putting
Another roll of film in and beginning
to nose my car toward Bill Corson’s house.
‘Really, Daddy,’ my daughter says, ‘No chance,’
my wife tacks on, but all I’m hearing
is the crack of the bats in the neighborhood lot
and Danny’s pearl-handled cap gun going off
and the drone of bees around honeysuckle
and Dewey Waugh’s gravelly voice
urging on his mower, and the sound
of wind in the cottonwoods is like water,
I am coasting, there is time for everything.”

Lines reproduced by permission of the poet (copyrighted 1995).  
Published in About Distance: Poems (Carnegie Mellon University Press, 1995).

By the 1960s, Dewey Waugh was a fixture within 
his Williamsport neighborhood as evidenced 

from the reminiscences of Gregory Djanikian. His youthful 
career as a promising baseball player was at an end, however 
baseball was entertwined in his genetic makeup as he continued 
coaching, umpiring, playing in amateur leagues including that 

of Avco, and watching sports on television.   
 In his poem, Going Back, Gregory Djanikian evokes the 
pleasant memories of his childhood in Williamsport.  In part 
the poem reads,

Dewey Waugh  
baseball uniform  
(2015.75)
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safely in 29 of 32 games.  He was a great help behind the 
plate as a catcher and showed promise as he learned the 
fundamentals of pro ball.
 Dewey realized he was not a quick runner of the bases 
but he played smart and held the bag when needed, even 
though others might try for the extra base.  He recognized 
his abilities and short-falls in all aspects of the game. 
 The next season was also busy for Dewey.  He began 
the season in the Georgia-Florida League playing for the 
Thomasville (GA) Tigers where he played 47 games, having 
38 hits for a .338.  Dewey was then called back home to the 
Eastern League to play at Bowman Field – Gateway to the 
Majors.  Here he hit .410 including 1 home run, 1 triple, 
and 4 doubles in 18 games.
 During the 1947 season Dewey and Joe Ginsberg, as 
rookie catchers, “hit hard…stole the thunder…” before a 
paying crowd of 5,188 on May 4th, a game without a sideshow.  
The Williamsport Tigers split a pair of overtime games.  
 During the off season he found work as a bartender 
in South Williamsport.  He took a fancy to one particular 
patron and asked her to travel with him when he left town 
to play baseball in New York state.  She properly stated that 
she couldn’t do that, they weren’t married.  Dewey replied, 
“okay, let’s get married”.  This ball player married Marjorie 
L. Engler on February 21, 1948 at Annunciation Roman 
Catholic Church… just two months after meeting her! 
 Dewey finished his professional ball career playing for 

the Rome Colonels 
during the 1949 season.  
There he had 40 hits for 
a .333 average.  After a 
dispute with the Detroit 
Tigers, and now being a 
married man with new 
responsibilities, he left 
the ill-paying ball fields 
for a well-paying blue 
collar job at Avco.

 Dewey’s professional baseball career was not long but it 
was eventful and led to 41 years of a passion for local sports.  
He was a very commonly known man of Lycoming County; 
some loved the man, some didn’t, but most respected his 
fairness and integrity.
 Never a bench-warmer, Dewey resumed playing local 
amateur ball. He played in the West Branch Baseball League 
and with Avco teams for many years.  He was also named 
Manager of the Montandon team for three seasons, taking 
them to league playoffs, including the title in his final year.  
In 1953, Montoursville  named him Manager. Dewey also 
played with the Lycoming-Spencer Avco team this summer 
as catcher and outfielder and for many years after.  
 By 1964, Dewey was also umpiring baseball games.  
Not to be a couch potato after the ball diamond season, he 
became a PIAA referee also.  Dewey studied both rule books 

and understood the fundamentals without question.  He was 
no-nonsense, unbiased, and fair; like it or not.  
 After listening to Dewey’s complaints for several years 
about his son’s Little League team, his wife told him to 
coach if he thought he could do better.  He did.  While 
practicing at the Cochran School field, Dewey took his bat 
to home plate, held it out to point to the tennis courts and 
told the team, “this is how you bat”.  Dewey’s youngest son 
was the pitcher and was scared his dad would line drive the 
ball back at him when he was told “pitch the ball!”  Steve 
pitched a fast ball and after the sound of the ball meeting 
the bat, every head turned to watch the ball fly over the 
trees and fence and bounce in, and then out of, the tennis 
court. Coach Waugh made his point knowing none of the 
13-15-year-old boys could repeat his hit.  The Eureka team 
had a very good season that year, taking the championship!
 If Dewey was a car-pool driver for football refs and they 
agreed to meet at a specific time, they had to be on time…
Dewey left at the predetermined time.  Again, he was no-
nonsense.  If Dewey was refereeing a high school game that 
a friend of his was coaching, Dewey was fair and by the rules.  
During a Loyalsock football game Dewey threw the penalty 
flag on a coach who would not heed his warning to stop 
arguing.  (Total penalties for that single play was 45 yards.  
Ouch!) 
 Seldom did he miss a Phillies baseball game on 
television,  a Penn State football game, or Sunday afternoon 
NFL football games.  His family & friends all knew that 
when you went to Dewey & Marjie’s home to visit you 
were going to visit in the downstairs family room, with the 
TV tuned to some sort of sports game, and you were going  
to politely repeat many things since Dewey’s focus was on 
the TV.
 Dewey’s youngest of four children, son Steven, shared his 
father’s sports aptitude. Steve loved baseball, football, and 
played basketball for a few years. During Steve’s last year of 
Little League, playing in Brandon Park, Steve hit 33 home 
runs using his dad’s 33” wooden bat that season!  It was a 
record that stood in the Brandon League for many, many 
years.  Though Dewey taught his son everything he knew 
about baseball, including body mechanics, his kid didn’t 
listen.  Being a very good pitcher, Steve tried everything he 
heard of.  Sure, he could make the pitches but he damaged 
his shoulder by the time he tried out for a professional team.  
While playing football for Curtin Jr. High School during his 
9th grade season Steve “got bored” during practice without 
making many plays.  So…he ran cross-field to make a tackle, 
a tackle so hard that he split his helmet!  The coach made him 
walk downtown to Harder’s Sporting Goods for a new helmet 
and to Steve’s surprise they had no black ones to coordinate 
with the team so they gave him a plain white one.  He wore 
that all season and even after 20 years later and more, people 
remember him as being “the crazy kid with the white helmet 
that played on the Dream Team”. Yes, that’s Dewey’s son.    
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Author’s Notes
Steven E Waugh is the youngest of four children of 
Dewey & Marjorie L. Waugh. He has lived most of his 
life in Williamsport.  Steve served three years in the U.S. 
Army and has a son, Steven E. Waugh, Jr.
 Michele (“Missy”) is one of five children of James E . 

& Delores M. McDermott. She has also lived most of her 
life in Williamsport. In fact, Steve and Missy grew up a 
block away from each other. In time, romance blossomed 
and they were wed in 1985 and have a son, Bryan S. 
Waugh. They are the proud grandparents of three 
grandchildren, who are truly the lights of their lives!

 Dewey was a very knowledgeable spectator when he 
attended one of his five grandchildren’s sporting events and 
was not shy about letting anyone within ear-shot know that 
he was well schooled in all levels of baseball and football.  
He truly enjoyed cheering on his grandchildren and teams.  
There are now two great-grandchildren who love to hear 
about & see the history of Dewey & their Poppy (Steve Sr).  
That great-granddaughter & great-grandson are softball & 
baseball enthusiasts!  And, like the family Waughs before 

them, they appear to have a natural talent at only 11 & 10 
years old…we’ll see where they go.  
 With all the history & pride that Dewey’s family have 
of him, he talked about it seldom.  He did his job.  Sadly, 
Dewey died at home after a brief illness on February 3, 2008 
at the age of 83 and just 18 days before he & his wife would 
have celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.  (We can’t 
help but think there was so much more story & history lost 
with Dewey Waugh’s humble silence.)   
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